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In our parish community. . .
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.
- Ecclesiastes 3:1-11

Rosary Making Ministry
Monastery of the Holy Spirit
Fall Ministries
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MINISTRY FAIR
“Everyone has a responsibility to answer the call to mission and to develop the gifts she or he has been
given by sharing them in the family, the workplace, the civic community, and the parish or diocese.”
(Called and Gifted for the Third Millennium: Reflections of the U.S. Catholic Bishops on the Thirtieth Anniversary
of the Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity and the Fifteenth Anniversary of Called and Gifted, 1995.)

God calls all his disciples to minister to the
world and the Church. Service is not an option for a
Christian. In God’s army, there are no volunteers –
He has drafted all of us into service.
At the end of October Most Precious Blood
offered longtime and new parishioners an
opportunity to explore more than 50 different
ministries in our church at the annual Ministry Fair.
From the youngest to the oldest, newcomer or
seasoned parishioner, everyone was invited to
embrace our potential as disciples by sharing our
gifts and talents.

ROSE OCANA

“I have been a parishioner since April
2005,” stated Rose Ocana. “Through all of these
years I’ve been involved in several ministries as
well as my two daughters and my mother, so from
my family’s experience I can testify that there is a
ministry for everyone, no matter your age,
availability, talents, interests and circumstances.
For instance, when my daughters were little
I served as a catechist and when they were older, I
helped with the youth group. When I had more extra
time, I served as a translator and as the facilitator of
Eucharistic Adoration, but when I didn’t have much
extra time I served during Mass. My oldest daughter
was an Altar Server from middle school through
high school and my youngest daughter was a greeter
since she was 10 years old. My mother at 82 is a
rosary maker, and when she can’t go to the
meetings, she brings materials home and works
from there.
As you see, no matter your talents,
availability or circumstances, there is a ministry for

There are no insignificant ministries. Every
ministry is important. Although not one person has
all the necessary talents and gifts to do the work of
the Church, we as a community, come together to
transform change to accomplish the mission of
Christ.
At the end of Mass, before attending the
Ministry Fair, parishioners in ministry gave
testimony of the rewards of serving in ministry. 
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you! Our parish has a great variety of ministries!
However, I would say, from my experience, that
above the diversity of ministry opportunities I see
that they all have these two things in common: First,
ALL ministries are important and necessary for our
parish life, so whatever ministry you feel drawn to
serve, we need you there! Second, you always
receive much more than what you give. I have
experienced this in a process.
At first I feel a sense of belonging. I realize
that I belong to something larger, to a community of
faith. Then, I feel a sense of peace when I realize
that I am doing what I am supposed to do; sharing
my talents to serve others because we are all called
to serve! Finally, I experience a sense of joy! And
this, I found interesting because this sense of joy,
for me, is different depending on the ministry.
Every ministry brings me a different kind of joy.
For instance, people ask me questions about
the Ministry of Consolation because they think this
ministry is all about sadness. And yes, we all know
that losing a loved one is one of the most difficult
experiences that humans have to endure, but
through this ministry I have experienced joy as
well. With every family that I have served, my faith
has grown in ways that I never imagined. I have
been a witness of how these families embrace their
faith in Jesus Christ and His resurrection; I see joy
in their hope for eternal life and in the comfort that
the funeral Mass brings for these families.
On the other hand, when I visit the sick I
feel a different kind joy. The parishioners might be
in pain, with difficulties to walk, to hear, most of
the time they don’t remember my name, but for
them ‘I am the lady who brings Jesus’ and their
world seems to stop. They don’t care about their
pain for a moment because Jesus is there, and I can
see their excitement; there is a special light in their
eyes and a smile in their face. I always pray that
when I get older and if I get sick there is a minister
to the sick to bring me communion, and I pray that I
receive Jesus in the way they receive Him. I invite
you to explore all our ministries and pray to see
where God is calling you to serve. Please also pray
for all the ministers who are already serving and
those who are about to make a commitment.”

MICHAEL MADDEN

“I’m one of the Ministers to the Sick here at
MPB,” stated Mike Madden. “I have been involved
in Ministry to the Sick for about 10 years.
Ministry to Sick goes to the core of the
biblical message of Christ, and who we are, not
only as Christians but more especially who we are
as Catholics.
While Ministry to the Sick involves many
aspects, it particularly involves visiting and taking
Communion to the sick, the homebound, those in
nursing homes, hospitals, etc. It tells us that this is
one way by which we extend the Mass from within
these walls to those who can no longer participate
by attending.
When the celebrant or deacon says “Go, the
Mass is ended”, it means the ritual of the Mass is
over but now begins how we live what we have
celebrated here in church for the rest of the week.
There is no more obvious and concrete way
of doing this than taking Christ out to the
community.
My own experience has been a means of
strengthening my own faith, especially in the
Eucharist, and also the sometimes minor miracles
I’ve seen among some of the people to whom I take
Communion and the blessings it has been to me.
In one particular case I took Communion to
an elderly gentleman at the same time that Fr.
David administered the Anointing of the Sick to
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him.
He was at home under hospice care and
appeared to have only days, if not hours to live. In
fact he didn’t have long left and I guessed that I
would probably not be making a return visit to him
the next week, but lo and behold, he did request
Communion the next week. When I arrived at his
house I realized, to my amazement, he looked
healthier than the week before. Not only that, but
his family told me he had requested to go to his
favorite restaurant for dinner during the week. In a
sense it was his ‘last supper’. He died shortly
thereafter.
Why God had given him this reprieve we
will never know. Perhaps it was to allow his family
more time to get things in order,
or to allow
relatives and family more time to gather from
distant places. Who knows! But we, as Catholics,
know the deep meaning and symbolism of the Last
Supper in our lives.
In another instance, during a time I was
conducting Communion Services at an area nursing
and assisted living facility, I was away for more
than a month. On my return, the first thing that one
of the very elderly ladies, who attended the
Communion Service in a wheel chair, asked me
was; ‘Mike, are you alright? Were you sick?’ I
told her ‘no’. But what immediately struck me was
that in the midst of her disability and illness her
concern was mostly for my well-being. She died
within the year.
To explain this, none has better described it
than the writer, Michael Higgins, in relating an
interview with an elderly monk who had spent his
life working among the sick, disabled and homeless
when he said:
People with disabilities present us with a
mystery; they are the very presence of Jesus. We
can see their fragility, their weakness, their pain,
but at the same time we recognize their special
place with God. In fact, as we —sometimes
reluctantly, even fearfully— enter into relationship
with them, we discover that they change us. There
is something very particular in their kindness, in
their affection.

Again Fr. James Mallon, in his book
DIVINE RENOVATION, states that “(T)he true
test of the life of ministry in a parish is not how
many lectors a parish has, but the proportion of
ministry,” as then Cardinal Bergoglio in Argentina
said “going out to the existential peripheries”, the
edges of the parish, the forgotten. And again, as
Pope Francis, he explained and very forcefully
restated in his Encyclical Evangelii Gaudium
(Joyful Love); “I prefer a Church which is bruised,
hurting and dirty because it has been out on the
streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy
from being confined and from clinging to its own
security.” (EG, #49)
To paraphrase Pope Francis again, If you
want to be with the sheep you must smell like the
sheep. The parish is our field hospital.
As Pope Francis reminds us, our Church is
as much out on the streets with the sick, the lonely,
the homebound, and yes even the homeless, as it is
here within these walls during Mass.
Apart from Savannah Court Nursing Home,
we also have recently opened in our parish The
Memory Lane Cottage - a memory-care residence
for up to 20 people, and we will shortly have a
hospital coming on stream in Oviedo as well. To
really serve Christ, the parish will need many more
Ministers to the Sick to take Him out to the
community.” 
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ST. ANN MOTHERS FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY

St. Ann Mothers Fellowship Ministry is for
members to enrich their Catholic faith through
fellowship with other mothers.

Our monthly book club provides mothers a
time to also grow in their faith and the opportunity
to build relationships with other parishioners. Our
discussions help us grow in faith and learn about
each other.
Our ministry focuses on fostering
friendships and spiritual growth between the
mothers and our children to better serve Christ.

Our weekly play dates give our children the
chance to build friendships and grow in their faith.

Our play dates are fun and faith filled. We
gather once a month at the Parish for a faith
activity, we meet at parks, we gather for home play
dates, and go on field trips. A few of our recent play
dates have been a fire ftation field trip, a splash park
gathering, a home play date celebrating All Saints
Day, and a butterfly encounter. We always look
forward in welcoming new moms to join us. 
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MOST
MOST PRECIOUS
WOMEN MINISTRY
The purpose of the Most Precious Women
Ministry is to engage all the women of our parish,
to develop their faith as Catholic Christians, and to
provide activities that promote spiritual growth,
social interaction and selfless stewardship.

professional instructors. We were entertained with
song, dance, and comedy. Our own Fr. David and
Fr. Vilaire joined in to entertain us. A wonderful
night was had by all.

Trick or Treat Halloween Candy was
collected by the Most Precious Women Ministry for
the Residents of Savannah Court Assisted
Living. This gave the residents an opportunity to
treat their Halloween visitors with some candy and
brought
smiles
and
happiness
to
the
residents. Thanks to all in the parish who donated.

On September 15, 2016, about 60 women
from our parish gathered for a night of fellowship
and enjoyed some delicious pies. We discussed our
upcoming events and had a delightful evening
meeting with other women of the parish.

December 17, 2016: Women of the parish;
make sure to mark your calendars for our upcoming
Advent Luncheon and Day of Reflection on
Saturday, December 17, 2016. Get your tickets
after Masses or at the parish office. Tickets $10.00
January 16, 2017: Also, we look forward
to all women of the parish joining us on Monday,
January 16, 2017 for Mass and Fellowship. Come
out and pray with us and enjoy some cheese and
fruit and a glass of wine after Mass with other
women of the parish.
Last year was a great
success. Make sure to mark your calendars for this
special night. For more information about the
Most
Precious
Women
Ministry,contact:
mostpreciouswomen@gmail.com


October 28, 2016 brought us laughter and
smiles as we were entertained by the Angels
Among Us Variety Show. This was an enjoyable
evening of performance by physically challenged
and special needs individuals along with their
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RELIQUARY OF THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD

If you have visited the chapel lately, you
may have seen a new addition on the far wall and
questioned what it might be.
The reliquary in the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel of Most Precious Blood Catholic Church
gives a place of honor to the martyrs of the Church.
To the Lord who asked, “Can you drink the cup that
I drink?” (Mark 10:38), they answered with their
lives.
The stained glass laurel leaves recall the
crown of victory awarded in ancient Greece. It
shows the glory of the crown of thorns worn by
Jesus and his martyrs. He promises, “Do not be
afraid of anything that you are going to
suffer….Remain faithful until death, and I will give
you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:9-10).
The chalice is one of the chalices regularly
used to offer the Blood of Christ during Mass. In
communion with the saints, we drink from the same
cup of the martyrs. “For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the death of
the Lord until he comes” (1 Corinthians 26).
The round luna mounted on the chalice
holds the physical remains of a martyr. It calls to
mind the Body of Christ. The bodily suffering of the
martyrs

shares in the passion of the King of Martyrs, Jesus
Christ. With Saint Paul, the martyrs can say, “In my
flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is
the church” (Colossians 1:24).

The reliquary was dedicated on July 24,
2016 by Bishop Sabino of the Diocese of Arua in
honor of the Ugandan martyrs Daudi Okelo and
Jildo Irwa.
The word “martyr” comes from the Greek
word meaning “witness.” The Most Precious Blood
of Christ makes a special connection between our
parish and the martyrs for the faith. The blood of
the martyrs gives witness to the Blood of Christ. He
poured out his blood to wash us clean and take
away
the
sins
of
the
world.
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MARTYRS DAUDI OKELO AND JILDO IRWA

The martyrs Daudi Okelo and Jildo Irwa were
two young catechists from Uganda at the beginning of
the 20th century. They belonged to the Acholi tribe, a
subdivision of the large Lwo group whose members
even today live mostly in the North of Uganda, but
they are also present in Southern Sudan, Kenya,
Tanzania and Congo. They lived and were martyred in
the years immediately following the foundation of the
mission of Kitgum by the Comboni Missionaries in
1915.

Daudi Okelo
Daudi Okelo was born around 1902 in OgomPayira, a village on the road Gulu-Kitgum. The son of
pagan parents, Lodi and Amona, at 14-16 years of age
he attended the instruction to receive baptism.
Baptized by Fr. Cesare Gambaretto on 1 June 1916,
Daudi received his first holy communion on the same
day and was confirmed on 15 October 1916. After
completing his formation, Daudi accepted to be
enrolled
as
a
catechist.
At the beginning of 1917, Antonio, the
catechist in charge of Paimol, died. Daudi went to Fr.
Cesare, then superior at the mission of Kitgum,
offering to take Antonio's place. Daudi's appointment
came only towards the end of that year, during one of
the catechists' monthly meeting. The young Jildo Irwa
was to go with him as his assistant. Before setting off,
the two of them went to Fr. Cesare who informed
them of the difficulties of their work, like the long
travelling distance—the village was about 80 km from
Kitgum—and, in particular, the frequent in-fights of
the local people, instigated also by gangs of raiders
and traders of slaves and gold, sporadically visiting
the area. To all this Daudi is alleged to have
answered: "I am not afraid to die. Jesus, too, died for
us!".
So around November-December 1917, with
Fr. Cesare's blessing, Boniface, the head-catechist of
Kitgum, accompanied Daudi and Jildo to Paimol.
Here Daudi immediately began his work by gathering
children willing to take religious instruction.
At dawn he beat the drum to call his
catechumens for morning prayers and, for Jildo and
himself, also for the Rosary. He taught them the
prayers and the catechism's questions and answers,
repeated often in a sign-song like manner during the
lesson, to facilitate the memorising. It was a matter of
teaching the first elements of faith, the so-called Lokodiku(the words of the morning), namely the essential
parts of the catechism. To this activity Daudi added
the visits to the nearby small villages from where the
catechumens were coming, busy during the day in
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assisting their parents to look after the cattle or work
in
the
fields.
At sunset, Daudi gave the signal for common
prayer and the Rosary, always closing with a song to
Our Lady. On Sunday, he held a longer prayer service,
often enlivened by the presence of catechumens and
catechists
of
the
area.
Daudi of Payira is described as young man of
peaceful and shy character, diligent in his duties as a
catechist and loved by all. He never got involved in
tribal or political disputes, fairly frequent at that time,
as submission to the British government was often
followed by ill-concealed intolerance. In fact, due to
an unhappy decision taken by the District
Commissioner, there rose a serious tension. Raiders,
Muslim elements and witchdoctors took advantage of
the violent situation to get rid of the new religion
brought
by
Daudi.
During the weekend of 18-20 October 1918,
long before dawn, five people headed for the hut
where Daudi and Jildo were staying with the clear
intention of killing them. A village elder confronted
the new comers telling them they were not allowed to
kill the catechists, as they were his guests. Daudi
appeared at the door of his hut and entreated the elder
not to get involved. Then the intruders entered into
Daudi's hut and insisted with him that he gave up
teaching catechism. Realising that Daudi was not
giving in to their threats, they dragged him outside,
pushed him to the ground and pierced him with their
spears. He was about 16-18 years old.
His body was then left unburied until a few
days later some people, tying a rope around the neck,
dragged the body over a nearby empty termite hill.
The mortal remains, collected in February 1926, were
later placed in the mission church of Kitgum, at the
foot of the altar of the Sacred Heart.

many Acholi youngsters, he was quite intelligent and
occasionally acted as secretary to the vice-chief Ogal
who had given hospitality in Paimol. He was of great
help to Daudi in gathering the children for the
instruction with his gentle way and infantile
insistence. He knew also how to entertain them with
innocent village games and noisy and merry meetings.
He had recently received baptism, whose grace he
preserved in his heart and let it transpire by his
charming
behaviour".
He had spontaneously and very willingly
offered to go with Daudi to teach God's word in
Paimol. Here he was loved by everyone because he
was always available and exemplary in his duties as
assistant-catechist.
On the morning of their martyrdom Jildo
answered to Daudi who was warning him about a
possible cruel death, "Why should we be afraid? We
have done nothing wrong to anyone; we are here only
because Fr. Cesare sent us to teach the word of God.
Do
not
fear!"
He repeated the same words to those who were
urging him to leave that place and his duty as
assistant-catechist. "We have done nothing wrong", he
was saying in tears "For the same reason you killed
Daudi you must also kill me, because together we
came here and together we have been teaching God's
word". Having said this, somebody grabbed him,
pushed him outside the hut and, placing him at a
distance of two steps, pierced him through with a
spear. Then one of them struck Jildo's head with a
knife. He was about 12-14 years old.

****

Jildo Irwa
Daudi and Jildo were beatified by His
Holiness Pope John Paul II on October 20th, 2002,
in a ceremony witnessed by many from the
Archdiocese of Gulu and from Uganda as a whole. 

Jildo Irwa was born around 1906 in the village
of Bar-Kitoba, North-West of Kitgum, from pagan
parents: Ato, his mother, and Okeny, his father who
later
became
a
Christian.
He was baptized by Cesare Gambaretto on 6
June 1916, at the age of 10-12 years; on the same day
he received his first Holy Communion and was
confirmed on 15 October 1916.

http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns
_lit_doc_20021020_okelo-irwa_en.html

Father Cesare wrote about him "Jildo was much
younger than Daudi. Of lively and gentle nature, like
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UPDATE FROM BISHOP SABINO

Bishop Sabino of the Diocese of Arua

Parishioner Larry Carroll first met Father
Sabino in Uganda on a 2003 safari trip to visit Bwindi
Impenetrable Forest to see the Mountain Gorillas.
Larry recounts, “In 2005 he came to the U.S. with a
mutual priest friend and stayed at our house for a
week. Every year since he has come and in 2008 he
returned as a Bishop. I have been acting as his U.S.
point person on mission appeals around the country.
He has also met several times with Bishop Noonan
and has concelebrated a Vivos Christe Mass with him.
Whenever he comes he will say daily or weekend
masses at MPB and many have come to know him
well. Some folks have attended receptions at our
home and all contribute to help the Bishop raise funds
for his Seminarians as well as for the reconstruction of
the Arua Diocese Cathedral. Last year a major event
was sponsored at MPB (thanks to Fr. David) raising
money for 40 Mass Kits that Bishop Sabino gives to
newly ordained Priests. Bishop Sabino has become
quite a fixture at MPB and he loves coming to rest but
usually gets little because so many of our people want
to spend time with him. You cannot imagine the
burden he has with very limited resources. The
majority of Ugandans are very poor and live with no
electricity or running water plus he now has 200,000

refugees in his Diocese. Please pray for him and the
people of Uganda who are majority Christian with the
majority of Christians being Catholic.”
“Some time ago he had “adopted” me as his
Dad so privately he sometimes refers to me as Dad
and then I call him Son.”
Larry recently received an email update from
Bishop Sabino to be shared with parishioners at Most
Precious Blood.
Dear Dad Larry,
Greetings to you from Arua. Hoping very
much that you and the entire family are fine. Since the
death of my predecessor Bishop Frederick on 1st
September, life has been very difficult in my Diocese
of Arua. The group fighting me in the diocese used
the unfortunate death of bishop Emeritus to renew
their fight. It reached a point that the group attempted
to kill me three times. I survived miraculously. On
September 22, the group attacked the Arua Cathedral
Rectory and the Bishop's House. The attackers burnt
the Holy Communion, furniture, documents,
vestments and some other property of the Parish. The
attackers attempted to enter my residence, but were
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repulsed by police. Now we are living with police and
army around the Cathedral area and Bishop's House to
maintain law and order, protect property and life.
Some of the attackers were arrested by police and
charged
with
criminal
trespass.
Due to the chaos, the work for the renovation
of the Cathedral could not be done for almost two
months. There was also much fear in the Christians
and clergy because the group fighting us threatened
the life of any person who is working with me or
supporting my administration. The situation at the
moment has calmed down a bit. Work is now going
on. But we can no longer re-open the Cathedral as
scheduled. We have postponed the re-opening of the
Cathedral to 25th February 2017. I am very sorry for
the inconvenience this will cause you. Kindly accept
my apology for inconveniencing you Dad.
His Excellency the Apostolic Nuncio to
Uganda Archbishop Michael August Blume visited
the refugees from South Sudan and Democratic

Republic of Congo in my Diocese of Arua from 24th
to 28th October. We have over 200,000 refugees from
South Sudan. The Apostolic Nuncio supported me in
the pastoral and spiritual care of the refugees by
bringing to me two priests from the Missionaries of
the Divine Word (SVD). The Nuncio is a member the
same SVD Order.
Your son,
Bishop Sabino

FOREVER YOUNG MINISTRY

The Forever Young Senior Ministry is in full

For our December meeting we will have
entertainment
presented
by
“The
Silver
Chimers” from Lutheran Haven. They came last year
and everyone wanted them back. Their chimes are
unique and we enjoyed listening and singing along.
Forever Young Senior Ministry is open to
all men and women of the parish and
community. We meet every second Friday of the
month in the St. John Bosco/Youth Room. There are
also other activities: Book Club, Craft Group, and
Sunshine
Chat.
COME
JOIN
US.
For more information call: Amy Puccio 407416-5340.

swing!
Our first guest speaker, Robert Strembicki,
talked about our involvement in the Care & Outreach
program. We are participating in the Cross Catholic
Outreach Shoebox Project for children around the
world and having fun filling those shoeboxes. Then
Laura Capp made an excellent presentation about
independent
living
and
assisted
living.
Our November speaker will be a local
veterinarian to talk to us about animal care and safety
around
animals.
Our group went on our first trip, Oct. 30, to
see “Young Frankenstein” at the UCF Theater. The
play was outstanding. Afterwards we went out to
dinner and just enjoyed being together.
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CATHOLIC MEDICAL CARE, FUNERAL RITES &
PREPARATION SEMINAR

Most Precious Blood hosted a seminar on
Catholic Medical Care, Funeral Rites and Preparation
on November 3. Over 45 attended including guests
from other parishes.
Deborah Stafford Shearer, Director of
Advocacy and Justice for the Diocese of Orlando,
presented Catholic End-of-Life Matters, including
healthcare surrogate designation, living wills, and
organ donation.

Father David Scotchie discussed the Theology
and Order of Christian Funerals with Cremation Rite,
including the new guidelines on cremation recently
released from the Vatican.
The three major rites of a Catholic Funeral are:
The Vigil or Wake Service (Reception of the Body to
the Church and Vigil for the Deceased); Funeral
Liturgy; the Rite of Committal.

Catholics may choose cremation, provided
they do not deny the dignity of the body, created by
God, and Temple of the Holy Spirit, destined to share
fully in the Resurrection of the Just.
Casey Schroder from the Catholic Foundation
along with representatives from Baldwin Fairchild
Funeral Home discussed Funeral Planning. Topics
were Preplanning Funeral, Funeral Arrangements,
Veterans, and General Preparations.
Most Precious Blood will present ongoing
seminars throughout the year for caregivers and care
receivers.

Life is sacred and a gift from God. We have a
duty to protect and preserve life. Euthanasia and
suicide are never acceptable alternatives.
“There should be a presumption in favor of
providing nutrition and hydration to all patients,
including patients who require medically assisted
nutrition and hydration, as long as this is of sufficient
benefit to outweigh the burdens involved to the
patient.” Ethical & Religious Directives (ERD’s) #58
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ROSARY MAKING MINISTRY

The Rosary Makers of Most Precious Blood
Catholic Church offer the work of their hands to God.
Started in 2005 shortly after our parish was founded,
we have been blessed to have a Rosary Making
Ministry which has long remained an active and
dedicated institution whose primary motivation is to
donate our gifts to others. In this regard, we make and
distribute rosaries to our parish as well as missions
and organizations throughout the United States and
abroad. Our continuing work includes supporting
parish ministries, events and celebrations throughout
the year. We supplement and expand this effort by
donating rosaries to people and places beyond our
parish.
The simple plastic rosaries we make and
give away may not seem significant, but with them
we have reached out to hundreds of people. In the
past three months the Rosary Making Ministry has
provided over 1700 rosaries to the following:
Most Precious Blood Faith Formation
Parroquia de la Virgen del Rosario, Calahorra,
Colombia
Nuestra Senora del Carmen Church, Cidra, Puerto
Rico
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, La Montagne,
Haiti
Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville, Florida
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La Mission de la Virgen Del Rosario, Sabana
Grande, Puerto Rico
Santa Catalina Parish, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico
Cursillo Orlando, Florida
Sacred Heart Home, Philadelphia, PA
Cuba
World Day of Prayer
Diocese of San Juan de la Maguana, Dominican
Republic
Most Precious Blood Chapel
Parroquia Nuestra Senora De Los Angeles, Panama
City, Panama
Diocesan Ministry to the Incarcerated
Cancer Society

All of these rosaries are offered free of
charge. Supplies are bought through donations
from ministry members and supporters. Rosary
Makers work at home at their own pace. It matters
not whether a person makes one or one hundred
rosaries. Everyone’s contribution is welcome.
When we meet we always begin with the Rosary
Makers Prayer in which we offer our rosaries to
the Lord and ask that He bless them and those who
will receive them. Through His grace our few
hands have been able to touch the hearts of many
throughout the world. With our rosaries the parish
mission to “Reach Wide” is not a simple statement,
but words that become a reality. 

MONASTERY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The retreat sessions and meals fall into each
day … but still allow time for prayer and reflection.
And that’s where I stumble … they say that
you will never find so many distractions as when you
set aside time to pray … and I’m living testimony to
that!! BUT the one thing that my stay at the
Monastery taught me is that I must set aside specific
time each day …the monastic model simply reminds
us to take time for what matters most. We all need
doses of solitude and silence and we must be
intentional about inserting solitude into our
schedules.¹
Since my first visit, I have returned every two
years and after my most recent visit, feel that I will
most likely make this an annual retreat … I need to be
reminded of the sacred time of silence and I so highly
recommend it!

Candace Murray
Silence …. It’s really not comfortable …
whether you’re dealing with the “exterior” silence (all
of the daily noise), or the “interior” silence (the one
that makes it so hard to pray).
Six years ago I knew I had to get to a quiet
place − my life was becoming way too complicated
with all of the noise. There was work, family, social,
AND spiritual demands that seemed to be smothering
me … so I chose to put the spiritual demands first and
packed up for the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in
Conyers, Georgia.
On the drive to the Monastery I started to get a
little panicky wondering what I might have gotten
myself into … I’m so used to starting each day with a
full list of what I must accomplish while the monks
greet the day with prayer and silence. I feared having
to embrace the silence (the thought of my being silent
threw my husband into hysterical laughter) and, how
was I going to separate myself from my phone and
computer (arrrrggghhh)? However, I decided to
participate in a directed retreat, which meant that strict
observance of silence was not in effect during classtime participation (whew).
The rooms are comfortable but spare (dormlike). The schedule was challenging … starting at 4
a.m. with Vigils, 7 a.m. Mass, 12:15 p.m. Midday
Prayer, 5:20 Vespers, and 7:30 p.m. Compline.

¹Radical Hospitality by Lonnie Collins Pratt with Fr.
Daniel Homan, OSB
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Upcoming Adult Enrichment Opportunity at Most
Precious Blood:
The Wisdom of The Monastery
Have you ever wondered what monks and
nuns do in the Monastery?
Have you ever wondered what effect it would have on
a person who stayed for awhile?
The Trappist Nuns of Our Lady of the
Mississippi Abbey invite you to peer into the working
of the Holy Spirit behind the Cloister wall. This
spiritual journey will provide an opportunity to view a
documentary film series that captures the impact
monastic life had on five women who were struggling
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with challenges that confront us all. You’ll see how
aspects of monastic life can help busy people
searching for ways to slow down and pay more
attention to the spiritual dimensions of their lives.
Friday, January 6th from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. and
Saturday, January 7th from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Watch for more details …

†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††

Monastery of the Holy Spirit
Twenty-one Trappist monks left the Abbey of
Gethsemani in Kentucky in 1944, to establish a
monastery in rural Georgia. They settled in Conyers –
an unknown place with a small Catholic presence–
intent on forming a new community devoted to God's
word.
Together
they
built the magnificent Abbey Church, a massive
concrete structure that took 15 years to complete.
Guided by faith, they labored out of love for their new
home, the Monastery of the Holy Spirit.

The monks at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit
are Cistercians, sometimes called Trappists, because
they are “Cistercians of the Strict Observance” who
seek to follow St. Benedict’s Rule closely, living
cloistered, contemplative and simple lives. The Rule
emphasizes peace, prayer, contemplation, and work
(Ora et Labora – Prayer and Work). 
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FALL MINISTRIES

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Bowling League

Youth Group

Rosary Garden Cleanup
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Golf Tournament

Cultural Event

Palm Valley Service Day

The arrival of Mary for the Rosary Garden
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