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The Year of Mercy is an invitation—an invitation to love, kindness,
and unbounded generosity. Pope Francis is offering you the opportunity to
encounter the incredible mercy of God. Encountering mercy means
encountering God. It can transform your life, your relationships, your work,
and your ability to embrace and experience all of life.
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For all of us, the season of Lent in this Jubilee Year is a favorable
time to overcome our existential alienation by listening to God’s word and
by practicing the works of mercy. In the corporal works of mercy we touch
the flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters who need to be fed, clothed,
sheltered, visited; in the spiritual works of mercy — counsel, instruction,
forgiveness, admonishment and prayer — we touch more directly our own
sinfulness. The corporal and spiritual works of mercy must never be
separated. By touching the flesh of the crucified Jesus in the suffering,
sinners can receive the gift of realizing that they too are poor and in need.
Pope Francis
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SOUPER BOWL COLLECTION
…feed the hungry

Many families in Seminole County struggle
with chronic hunger. Hunger is not just missing a
meal. It can be debilitating, especially for the
growth of children.
Most Precious Blood has partnered with
HOPE Helps in Oviedo to help alleviate hunger in
our community. Each week 280-300 households,
approximately 600-800 individuals, are served
through the food pantry.

As a friendly competition every year on
Super Bowl Sunday, Most Precious Blood sponsors
Souper Bowl. This year, more than 800 cans of
soup were collected. While the Broncos and
Panthers competed for a trophy, the real winner of
Souper Bowl was HOPE Helps Food Pantry.
In addition to our scheduled food drives at
church, we encourage parishioners to help end
hunger by donating non-perishable food to HOPE
Helps Food pantry at 812 Eyrie Drive, Oviedo.
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OASIS HOMELESS CENTER
…shelter the homeless
In February, Most Precious Blood hosted
The Oasis Homeless Center on a Sunday morning
for parishioners to listen to Sarah Hamilton,
Manager of Oasis, give a presentation on the
homeless in Seminole County and how the Oasis
works to meet the basic needs of homelessness.
The aim is to rebuild dignity for the homeless.

Sarah shared, “Clients create special bonds
with each other. They act as guardians for
other clients, and as eyes and ears for possible
opportunities. Often times clients come in and will
say that they have heard of a job opening, or a
services that someone else could use.”
MPB parishioner, Jane Lane, volunteers at
Oasis one day a week. Her jobs consist of cleaning
the bathrooms, cleaning the facility after the clients
leave, checking in clients, and helping with their
laundry.
Jane says, “There is a definite fraternity
among the homeless at Oasis. They will instruct the
new clients on the policies at Oasis and remind each
other if there is a violation. One homeless man,
“Robert” is usually at Oasis when I arrive. He has
generated a sign in sheet outside and typically keeps
order. He is unfailingly polite. The cold and even
more the rain are real problems for the homeless.
When we know there will be a cold spell, the
manager and volunteers will gather up coats and
blankets for them. The major issues with homeless
women is staying safe. So many are victims of
abuse. Self esteem and self confidence are missing.”

Sarah Hamilton, Manager of Oasis, presentation
to MPB parishioners

Florida is home to one-third of America’s
homeless families living without shelter. The Oasis
Homeless Care Center in Longwood, affiliated with
The Sharing Center, is a place of caring, hope and
encouragement to improve the quality of life for
those in transition. It provides shower facilities,
full-service laundry staffed by volunteers, free
haircuts, access to computers for job searching and
schoolwork, and referral services to other resources
in the community.
Oasis is a one-of-a-kind facility in Seminole
County established in 2011 and served 2,900
visitors last year. 20% of visitors are new each
month. They provide 12-20 showers per day, 8-10
loads of wash for the clients, and 4-5 loads of wash
of towels.

Parishioner Jane Lane volunteers
at Oasis
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Sarah adds, “I have a client that works two
jobs, and resides in Orange County. The client takes
over an hour bus ride to come to the Oasis to
shower, wash their clothes and work uniform, and
prepare for the following day. I have had successful
stories of clients utilizing Oasis services to charge
their phones to call job prospects, and stay in touch
with their families. I’ve seen the happiness of
clients’ faces when they’ve finally made enough to
put a deposit on an apartment.”
When asked how MPB parishioners could
assist, Jane said, “You can't do everything, but each
of us can do something. If you're not able to
volunteer at the Center, consider donating clean or
new T-shirts and underwear, travel toiletries, socks,
flip flops (large, male and female), and especially
body wash.”
Parishioners Linda McCafferty and teenage
daughter Brenna bake every weekend because they
want to show that they care and homelessness is not
something that happens elsewhere but right here in
our community. They made cupcakes decorated
with elves for Christmas, and the spicy Chex mix,
and pumpkin muffin. “ It is because they know that
someone took time out of their day to say I care
about you,” says Linda.
Unable to work at Oasis during the week
when the homeless are served, Linda stated, “I work
in Canada 50% of the year but can still send emails
asking others to help, suggest people make a
donation to a charity instead of giving gifts. I asked
my work team instead of a gift for me at the
Christmas party to help me fill the Christmas bags.”

Linda, Facilitator for the Readers at MPB,
hosted a holiday party and invited the Readers to
bring laundry detergent and coffee for Oasis.

Laundry Room at Oasis
Sarah states, “Volunteering at the Oasis is
such an intrinsic, happy experience. It truly allows
you to assist in empowering other individuals who
are struggling, and provides a deeper appreciation
for the things you have. I know that when I’m lying
in bed, or taking a shower, or washing clothes I
appreciate the availability to do so when I please.
It’s quite an eye opener to see how other people
survive without easy access to those things.”
(If you are interested in volunteering at Oasis,
please call Sarah Hamilton at 407-691-3131.
Located at 600 N. Hwy. 17-92, Longwood, Fl.)

Shower Facility at Oasis

Brenna bakes treats for
the homeless at Oasis
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MINISTRY TO THE SICK
…visit the sick

Ministry to the Sick is a pastoral ministry of
caring for those people hospitalized, in
nursing homes, or confined to private homes. The
mission of Ministry to the Sick is to bring Jesus
Christ, in the form of the Holy Eucharist, to
Catholics who are unable to attend mass.
Ministers to the Sick at Most Precious Blood
are trained and developed to conduct a pastoral visit
with time to listen, comfort, encourage and
strengthen the sick with the Eucharist.
MPB Minister to the Sick Coordinator,
Jaime Gonzalez says, “The ministry of the sick is an
extension of our church to those who cannot come
to us. We go to them. It is one of the most
rewarding experiences. It is not a burden, it is not
time consuming and it is not a bothering experience,
that’s where the love of God comes in. I offer it up
to my Lord for my sins.”
“The pastoral care of the sick recognized
that sickness prevents people from being a part of
all human activity, including participation in the
community of faith. At the same time the sick
person reminds the community of the sufferings of
Jesus and the limitations of human life. Our
concern for the sick mirrors that of Jesus who
visited and cured sick people. It is also consistent
with a holistic understanding of salvation as
touching the whole person. This is really the
theology of Ministry to the Sick.” (Office of Family
Life & Pastoral Care, Diocese of Orlando, 2009)

Minister to the Sick, Betty Gonzalez
reflects, “Being a Minister to the Sick has brought
balance to my life. I know first-hand how it feels to
be healed, restored, and loved by God
through
the Holy Eucharist. It has given me
a quality
of existence, life as God wants me to have and to
share
with
others.”
Ministry to the Sick goes to the core of the
Biblical message of Christ and who we are as
Christians, and more especially as Catholics. Christ
in St. Matthew’s Gospel, very clearly defines that
message, and yes, commands us, when He said:
‘For I was hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me drink, a
stranger and you welcomed me, naked and
you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in
prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you drink? When did we
see you a stranger and welcome you, or
naked and clothe you? When did we see
you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the
king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say
to you, whatever you did for one of these
least brothers of mine, you did for me.’
(Matt. 25:35-40, (NAB-Rev’d.Ed.)
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Minister to the Sick, Mike Madden states,
“Most Precious Blood Parish continues to conduct
a Communion Service at the Life Care Center
Nursing facility for the residents and those of
the nearby Bridge Assistant Living facility on
the second and fourth Sundays of each
month. While we feel we are rendering a special
spiritual service to the residents, in reality
they, many of whom are permanently bedridden,
are also teaching us the value of patience
and suffering, as they and we await the coming
of the Savior. They share a peace and joy that
only those who are elderly or sick know and
understand.”
“None has said this better than the author,
Michael Higgins, in quoting an elderly monk whom
he had interviewed:
. . . that they are the very presence of
Jesus. We can see their fragility, their
weakness, their pain, but at the same
time we recognize their special place
with God. In fact, as we – sometimes
reluctantly, even fearfully – enter
into relationship with them, we discover
that they change us. There is something
very particular in their kindness, in their

affection. (A Joy, Not a Nuisance; What
the Disabled Taught Jean Vanier, Michael
W. Higgins, Commonweal Magazine.)
Indeed, the bishops of the United States
have told us, “Those who are sick are often
forgotten or avoided. In spite of their illness, these
individuals still have much to offer to those who
take the time to visit and comfort them.” (The
Corporal Works of Mercy, USCCB)’
Jaime shares, “It keeps me close to God,
and following one of his commandments. Love
thy neighbor. There is always that presence of
God for me. My mother used to be a MTS, and I
used to go with her on Sundays and visit the sick
and homebound and it just grew in me, and it
makes God the center of my life. I’m sure my
mother is looking down on me.”
And with St. Francis we pray with and for
them, and ourselves “Let us not so much seek to be
consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to
understand; to be loved, as to love. . . .” 
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CREMATION IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
…bury the dead

surprised by some feeling, detail, or person we
could not have anticipated.
Cremation is one of the details surrounding
burial which generates mixed feeling and reactions
in family, friends and community.
Although cremation is now permitted by the
Church, the Church clearly prefers and urges that
the body of the deceased be present for the funeral
rites, since the presence of the human body better
expresses the values which the Church affirms in
those rites. (Order of Christian Funerals including
Appendix 2: Cremation No. 413)
In the Diocese of Orlando, the practice of
scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air,
or on the ground or keeping cremated remains in the
homes are not the reverent disposition the Church
requires.
Unless serious reason prevents it, the
cremated remains should be buried in a grave or
entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium.

In the last year, at Most Precious Blood,
there were over 30 funerals. Many of those funerals
were with cremated remains.
Ministry of Consolation ministers are at
hand to listen as you emotionally process the loss of
a loved one and compassionately assuring you that
God is with you and your family every step of the
way. There are times He might seem quiet and far
away, but definitely He has never left your side.

Diocese of Orlando:
A Catholic Understanding of Cremation
Dealing with the death of a loved one is no
easy task. As much as we attempt to prepare
ourselves for the emotions, planning and
interactions which arise at this time, we are always
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HISPANIC MINISTRY

Parishes with Hispanic ministries are
critical today to the communities they serve and
will
shape the future of the U.S. Catholic
Church
in
ways
large
and
small.
The Hispanic Ministry promotes the
essential growth of all members of the Hispanic
community, creating leadership through support,
organization, and formation; to enrich the
community of Most Precious Blood by living the
mission of Jesus, evangelizing and embracing our
brothers and sisters in a life of solidarity.
The Hispanic Ministry at Most Precious
Blood hosted a traditional Thanksgiving dinner at
UCF’s
Catholic
Campus
Ministry.
The Hispanic Ministry was very active
during the Advent and Christmas season. On
December 5th there was an Advent Reflection about
the birth of Jesus presented by Roger Manrique.
About 1000 people attended the traditional
bi-lingual Guadalupe Mass with Mariachis. All
enjoyed a special narrated drama of the events of
Juan Diego, Virgin of Guadalupe and the “Bishop”
(Fr. David). All were ready for the typical Mexican
tamales breakfast, hot chocolate with buñuelos that
followed the Mass.

From December 16-24, was the Posadas, a
novena experiencing what Joseph and Virgin Mary
went through before the birth of Jesus, begging
door-to-door for a place to stay and trying to meet
the obligations of the Roman Empire’s census
The Misa de Gallo - Midnight mass was at
the UCF’s Campus Ministry with a full house. The
traditional Epiphany Masses, with the visit from the
Three Kings at the 8, 10 and noon Mass were a
success that ended with a potluck after the noon
Mass. All the children received a candy gift from
the Three Kings.

The Hispanic Ministry welcomes all our
brothers and sisters who are hispanic to grow
together in our Catholic Faith, to worship our Lord,
and pray for assistance from our Blessed Mother
Mary in our own language, and to serve our
community.
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FOREVER YOUNG MINISTRY

In December, we brought in gifts to
distribute to the shut-ins of our parish and were
entertained by the Silver Chimers, a group of
retirees
from
Lutheran
Haven.
The New Year started with our own Chef
Nathalie demonstrating small portion cooking and
giving us helpful hints for the kitchen.
February we invited parishioner Cheryl
Schmidt presenting, “Managing Emotions under
Pressure.”
Field trips included a day at House of Blues
Gospel Brunch in October and on Valentine’s Day,
the Titanic Experience Tour February 14.
There are many activities with the Sunshine
Chat group, Book Club, Classy Crafters, and the
bake sale in April. 

Since September, the Forever Young Senior
Ministry has been very active having six monthly
meetings.
In October, parishioner Suzy Buzan, did a
presentation on “Holiday depression, Memory
failure,
&
Dementia.”
Deputy Will Stone from the Seminole
County Sheriff’s Department did a presentation on
“Scams & Cons” for our November meeting.

9

MOST PRECIOUS WOMEN

The purpose of Most Precious Women is to
engage all women of our parish, to develop their
faith as Catholic Christians, providing activities that
promote spiritual growth, social interaction and
selfless stewardship.
On January 18, 2016, Most Precious Women
hosted a special Mass celebrated by Fr. Ben Berinti,
CPPS, Director of UCF Catholic Campus Ministry,
followed by a wine and cheese social. Over 75
women attended this spiritual and social evening
where our souls were fed, new friendships formed,
and old acquaintances renewed.

Officer Diane Duffy from the Oviedo Police
Department led a Self-Defense Class for Women
hosted by Most Precious Women. Women of all
ages from 14 and up participated in the class and
learned simple self-defense techniques that will
empower women and help them to fight back and
get home alive. Admission was a bag of Trick or
Treat candy that was donated to Savannah Court
residents for their Halloween Trick or Treaters.
In an effort to Share Blessings and Build
Faith, Most Precious Women hosted the sale of
Advent Wreaths and Candles that helped
parishioners to prepare for the Birth of our Savior
Jesus Christ. 100 Advent Wreaths and 180 Advent
Candles were purchased.
There was a wonderful turnout of sellers and
buyers for our Great American Yard Sale hosted by
Most Precious Women. As a result of hard work
and great effort, Most Precious Women was able to
donate over $400 to the Safe House of Seminole
County for Women.

Fr. Ben Berinti,
Catholic Campus Ministry

MPW Mass

Yard Sale

Wine and Cheese Social
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PARISH TITHE
CARE AND OUTREACH

Ninety-five percent of every dollar
contributed to the Sunday collection stays within
the parish. These resources are used to meet the
Spiritual, Educational, Operational, and Capital
needs of the parish. We are committed to wisely
using
the
gifts
you
share
with
us.
Five percent of every dollar contributed to
the Sunday collection goes to help those in need.
Tithing not only shows God our gratitude for all He
has provided, it is also a visible sign of our trust in
Him to provide us with all we need.
The Care and Outreach Commission has
completed six months as of FY 2016-2017. The
commission’s mission is to identify areas of need
both inside and outside of our community and
formulate ways our parish can serve to meet those
needs. Most of these ministries have continued as
in the past. The nature of the ministries within the
Care and Outreach Commission is the dynamics.
Those in need and how we can help are
individualistic and ever changing.
Our continued support for Savannah Court
(SC) elderly has grown with approximately 40
parish disciples meeting with residents.
The
Ministry to the Sick supports them as well as Frs.
David and Dom performing services for them.
Several special event gatherings were also held with
residents.
Our Ministry to the Sick not only has
supported SC, but also the Life Care Center and
approximately 28 shut-ins on a regular basis. Life
Care Center is beyond our parish boundaries, for
which we are fulfilling a temporary void.
Prayer Partners average four requests a day
ranging from 0 to 10 on any day.
Caring Cooks Meal Train has assisted
throughout the year for those on temporary shut in,
delivering meals with compassion.
The Ministry of Consolation is an
immensely rewarding ministry that meets with

loved ones of the deceased to help them cope during
those times. We assisted 14 families in the first half
of the year in setting up funeral masses.
In re-evaluating what social service
organizations we want to support, we began by
inviting Catholic and Seminole County Service
organizations to meet with our parishioners. With
many organizations providing opportunities to
serve, parishioners felt called to volunteer. Based
on parishioner interest, we determined that we
would be community partners with three
organizations.
We continue our close relationship with
financial assistance and volunteers for Hope Helps.
In August, we added the Catholic Charities Refugee
Resettlement (reaching wide to our internationally
powerless) and the Foundation for Foster Care
Children (prevent homelessness).
Other
organizations are also financially supported (see pie
chart below).
The parish generosity continued with
volunteering, gifts and money donations for our
community partners:
JMJ Pregnancy Center,
Oviedo Pregnancy Center, Blood Bank, Oasis
Sharing Center, etc.
Although not a social service organization,
MPB has helped many within our parish and parish
boundaries who have fallen on hard times through
our Caring Connection.
The pie chart below does little justice to
show the outpouring our parishioners have shown
during the Advent Outreach, Baby Bottle Drive,
HOPE’s Back to School Bash and Christmas in the
City, and time given to Service organizations. The
Baby Bottle Drive is one of many MPB projects not
run by C&O but falls within our mission statement.
This is only for the first half of the year. We look
forward to doing more in the future by sharing our
blessings. 
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