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 National Day of Prayer fell on May 5th this year.  Since 2008, Most Precious 

Blood parishioners have been involved in this day to honor prayer.  

 Parishioner, Ingrid Bryant, became involved with this in 1990 when our 

Virginia Mikler brought the ladies from St. Luke's to pray at City Hall at noon on  May 

1, 2008. Oviedo Mayor, Mary Lou Andrews, read the Proclamation for us standing 

under a shade tree at the City Hall.  When time came for it to be celebrated in 2009, 

Ingrid was told that it would not be done anymore.  For the next 2 years, it fell by the 

wayside. 

 Being persistent in 2010, Ingrid asked kindly to celebrate our National Day of 

Prayer again.  It was approved and Council and the Mayor have been supportive of us 

doing this ever since.   

 National Day of Prayer calls on all people of different faiths in the United 

States to pray for the nation and its leaders.  In 1988, President Ronald Reagan  

designated the 1st Thursday of May National Day of Prayer.  It is for all to pray and it 

has been growing here in Oviedo. This year we had our Pastor, Fr. David Scotchie, the 

Methodist Pastor and the Baptist Minister in attendance along with approximately 50 

participants.  We are coming together as a community joined in prayer. God is good!  
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 Since becoming involved in the Care & 

Outreach efforts of the parish it has renewed my 

faith.  Let me be honest, I was always a little skeptical 

of how the church used the offertory and was it all 

about the church.  Some might find that naïve while 

others might know the same feeling.  Well, that all 

changed when I became part of the Care & Outreach 

team and learned firsthand of the work we as a parish 

do for others in our community.  The first thing that 

came to mind was, “Everyone needs to know the help 

we provide to others in need!”  This writing is an 

attempt to share and explain the things we are able to 

accomplish as a parish by sharing our blessings with 

others through the parish tithe.                            

 During the first 3 quarters of our 2015-2016 

fiscal year we have distributed $37,727.19 to 

community partners, local non-profit organizations 

and helping individuals within our own 

boundaries.  All organizations are vetted through the 

diocese and individuals provide documentation of the 

issues they are facing to warrant assistance.  Below is 

a brief description of some of the things we are able to 

support because of your generosity.                      

 Hope Helps – A local food bank and thrift 

store located in Oviedo helps needy families with 

food, case management services and school 

supplies.  They provide Christmas gifts and meals for 

families that normally would go without.  The thrift 

store collects donations to resale to generate income to 

support the organizational needs.  Hope has within the 

last year moved to a much bigger facility.  They have 

a separate building for the Thrift Store with great 

exposure to RT 426.  Two other warehouse type 

buildings are being renovated to house the 

administrative offices to include space for social 

services.                                                                       

 Outside agencies will be able to utilize this 

facility for face to face interaction with clients.  The 

food pantry is being expanded and will include 

healthy fresh produce courtesy of local farmers. Our 

relationship with Hope is steadfast and will continue 

to benefit both the parish and the local community. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope Helps Resource Center 

812 Eyrie Drive, Oviedo, Fl. 

 

 Catholic Charities, Refugee Resettlement 

Program – As a part of Catholic Charities, the 

Refugee Resettlement program started in the mid to 

late 1980s.  They continue to help refugees from all 

over the world start a new life after being persecuted 

in their homeland.  As a parish we are able to provide 

household goods such as;  pots and pans, dishes, 

towels, dining room furniture and beds.  The refugees 

that make it here are the lucky ones but they arrive 

with nothing.  The blindless way we give to 

international refugees surely is a glaring light of 

God’s love for his people.  Please imagine for a 

moment a young child living in a make shift refugee 

camp for years.  Then coming to a strange land going 

to bed that first night on a clean soft new bed that 

actually will be theirs to keep.  How happy they must 

feel as they close their eyes to dream of optimism 

rather than despair.  We have purchased over 40 beds 

so far this year with the dollars from the tithe. 

 

 

 

CARE AND OUTREACH 
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           Refugee Halloween Youth Party 

 Foundation for Foster Children – Started by a 

couple of local women in the 1990s.  They felt foster 

children were missing out on normal activities 

children experience growing up in a normal 

family.  So, they formed this organization to help 

support foster children who find themselves in a 

system where the bare necessities are the focus.  By 

receiving private donations they were able to pay for 

extra curricular activities for children in the area.  At 

face value you would think that’s nice, but playing 

baseball or taking dance classes is not a big 

deal.  Well, the statistics tell a different story.  3% of 

children in foster care will make it to a higher 

education program.  When foster children have the 

opportunity to participate in after school programs and 

sports that percentage climbs to over 50%!  The 

foundation also provides a mentoring program for 

children aging out of Foster Care.  At the Child’s 

request, they will match a young adult with someone 

with similar interests.  The mentor will spend an hour 

 

 

 

 or two per week for 12 weeks to help the young adult 

with life skills and prepare them for independent 

living.  As the old saying goes “It’s not what you 

know, it’s who you know”.  Well what if the only 

people you know have nothing to offer or show little 

interest in your success? If you ever want to make a 

difference in someone’s life become a Mentor.                                    

 Our total contributions to these 3 organizations 

during the first three quarters equal $18,647.55!  God 

Bless You!                                                             

 There are so many worthy organizations we 

can choose from so we cannot support them all.  The 

following are others we send what we can on a 

recurring basis: Boystown, Catholic Campus Ministry, 

Bishop Grady Villas, Pathways to Home, and 

Christian Sharing Center.  The total contributions to 

these local organizations equal $5,550.00! Amen!               

 Lastly, our Caring Connections ministry is 

funded by the tithe and direct donations received 

earmarked for the needy.  We dispersed a total of 

$12,534.61 to individuals within our parish 

boundaries that qualified for assistance that had 

nowhere else to turn.  This gives us the opportunity to 

bridge the gap between despair and hope.  Funds are 

also used for training and supplies for the ministries 

under Care & Outreach of the parish totaling $995.03. 

 None of this would be possible without the 

contributions from all the parishioners of the 

parish.  So, when you donate during mass, mail a 

check or go on-line to contribute please know you are 

making a difference in His name.  I will never feel 

skeptical again! God Bless All Of You!! (Submitted 

by Robert Strembicki) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Pope Francis said, “Communication is really 

about realizing that we are all human beings, children 

of God”. If we truly believe this, then God is calling 

us into a direct relationship with each other and with 

him. But how do we do that when most of us feel that 

we are being pulled  in so  many directions? You want  

 

to go visit your sick neighbor, but you don’t get off 

work  until  5:00pm,  then  your  son  needs  to  get  to  

soccer, you need to get dinner on the table and throw 

in a load of laundry. Oh, and you still need to check 

Facebook. Or maybe you are working a second job to 

make ends meet. The weekends seem full of yard and 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS: 

A WAY OF LIFE, A PATH TO GOD 
 



4 
 

house chores, and there is barely enough time to catch 

your breath. When are you supposed to spend this 

quality time communicating with your spouse? When 

are you supposed to carve out the time for prayer to 

build this coveted relationship with God? It seems 

impossible.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenda Meekins 

Pastoral Council Liaison and Chair 

Communications Commission 

 

 

 

 I have to admit, that I was one of those people. 

My life was defined by how much I did in a day, and 

sometimes it still is. I felt that there was so much to do 

and so little time. If I took a rest, everything would 

fall apart, or at the very least, I would only get further 

behind. So, when social media gained popularity, for 

me, it was simply another “To Do” to add to the list. 

What I craved was peace and privacy, not a public 

display of my achievements or a sad comment about 

how little I accomplished today in order to be 

consoled by my “friends,” all 823 of them. To post a 

photo of my son receiving an award meant to lose a 

moment of time with him and the loss of something 

personal and intimate in his accomplishment. I felt 

that social media was robbing me of time with my 

kids and their time with me. For a Journalism graduate 

who was convinced that communication is the key to 

strengthening our personal relationships as well as our 

spiritual ones, I was at a crossroads. Could any good 

come out of social media? 

 Oddly enough, Pope Francis thinks so and this 

gives me pause to take another look. In a message 

from Pope Francis for the 48
th

 World 

Communications Day, June 1, 2014, he said, “In a 

world like this, media can help us to feel closer to one 

another, creating a sense of unity of the human family 

which can in turn inspire solidarity and serious efforts 

to ensure a more dignified life for all. Good 

communication helps us to grow closer, to know one 

another better and ultimately, to grow in unity.” But 

how does it do that?  

 About this time, I was asked to head the 

Communications Commission for the second time at 

Most Precious Blood. The communications climate 

seemed to have changed so much that I was not sure 

that I wanted to accept. Although social media was 

not for me, I recognized the need to launch our parish 

into that mode of communicating. If we did not want 

to lose our youth and if we wanted to keep up with the 

times, we had to build up our Facebook page and 

increase our tweets, among other things. I decided to 

take on the challenge and try to understand what Pope 

Francis was talking about. After all, I had a great 

desire to build and further communication within my 

parish community and grow God’s kingdom beyond 

our mere walls. Maybe the Pope was onto something. 

But again, how was I going to fit yet another thing 

into my already daunting calendar? 

 First of all, I realized that I had some choices 

to make. My family did not have to get caught up in 

the frenzy of activity that seems to drive us as 

Americans. Other cultures have social media, yet still 

seem to have time for a two hour lunch at a sidewalk 

café without glancing at their phone every five 

seconds. Their quality of life is superior to ours and 

their incident of heart attacks per capita pales by 

comparison to that of our stress-filled country. I could 

say, “No.” By eliminating an item or two on the 

schedule or not packing everything into such tight 

slots of time, I could actually slow down. I could keep 

a night open that was for family only. If I could 

schedule lacrosse practice, I could schedule my family 

time, my bible study, and even my child’s 

Confirmation class. It was a matter of prioritizing. 

 Second, now that I had a little more time, I 

could pause to find some prayer time in my day, 

maybe by watching less TV. Suddenly I found that I 

was feeling less burdened, less stressed. I had a long 

commute in my day and began to wonder how I could 

use that to improve my relationship with God. I 

started using it to listen to Lighthouse CDs and let 

them speak to my heart and soul. Hearing other’s faith 

journeys and life experiences helped me deepen my 
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own faith. My husband  discovered a Catholic App 

called Laudate and I began to use it to do my daily 

reflection when I was on the road. I no longer reached 

my destination flustered from traffic and aggravated. 

Instead, I was more calm and felt that God was in 

control, at least most of the time. It is amazing what 

can happen when you spend a little time in His 

company. And who knew, it was through an App. 

 When my children had flocked to Facebook in 

prior years, I had to follow, if only to monitor their 

activity. My ignorance was so great that I had a friend 

meet me at a local café and set up my page. I basically 

went kicking and screaming. It was bad enough that I 

already had to “text” them, but at least the one or two 

word reply let me know they were alright. The 

occasional “I love you” propelled me onward 

encouraging me that all was not lost in this new 

technology. My Facebook activity was infrequent. I 

primarily used it to “lurk” on my kids news feeds to 

see what was up.  

 Now, as head of Communications, I needed to 

get onto the Most Precious Blood page. It opened me 

up to a world I had not known. Stories from all over 

the world were shared by people walking the same 

road. Quotes from the pope or links to his homilies 

helped deepen my faith experience. I did not always 

have time to explore. One can go down that rabbit 

hole in no time and get lost, but it was there…at my 

disposal, to help me on my faith journey. And if I had 

time, I could share with them, maybe even encourage 

another or let them know how their story had made a 

difference in my life that day.  

 As technology has advanced and adults have 

encroached on their territory, my children are seldom 

on Facebook anymore, choosing Twitter, SnapChat 

and Instagram instead, but surprisingly, my extremely 

private husband is. He began reminding me of 

people’s birthdays and filling me in on family 

happenings. He does not spend a lot of time on 

Facebook, but once a day, spends a few minutes 

glancing through his feed. I found it intriguing. Again, 

I began to feel more connected to the world around 

me, to my nieces who live far away and to my friends 

whom I had not seen for some time, simply through 

his social media experience. This, I believe, is the 

point Pope Francis was trying to make. In this busy 

world, you do have to make choices about how you 

use your time, but “… media can help us to feel closer 

to one another, creating a sense of unity of the human 

... Good communication helps us to grow closer, to 

know one another better and ultimately, to grow in 

unity.” 

 Over the past three years, the Communications 

Commission, through the help of its volunteer 

parishioners, has hopefully helped build your 

relationship with Christ. After all, this is the goal of 

every Christian—to have a personal relationship with 

our Creator. We have made an effort to do this by 

meeting you where you are. If it is still on printed 

paper, then through the bulletin and posters promoting 

events at the parish as well as producing the Annual 

Report. If you were more technologically inclined, we 

increased our content on Facebook and now have 

more than 1,700 followers from over 8 different 

countries. We redesigned our website and added a 

Twitter and Pintrest account. Parishioners have shared 

their joys and sorrows on our Facebook page and 

hopefully built relationships in the process. By being 

more connected, they were able to engage in our many 

10 Year Anniversary celebrations and the many 

opportunities for spiritual growth offered throughout 

our parish and others in the area. 

 Now, more than ever, I believe that 

communication is the key to strong personal and 

spiritual relationships. If, as Pope Francis said, 

“Communication is really about realizing that we are 

all human beings, children of God”, then we must 

engage, at some level in parish communication.  And 

the best avenue for this is ministry. I still often feel 

plagued by my need to measure my productivity, but 

being on the Communications Commission offered 

me a chance to address how I wanted to improve 

relationships within my home and in my parish. The 

Commission offers many different opportunities to 

communicate, be it through photography, setting up 

events such as Taste of Oviedo or Great Day in the 

Country, sharing marketing knowledge in order to 

better evangelize, or by sharing your gifts of 

technology in the areas of Facebook, graphic design 

and the website. We are always looking for help, so if 

you feel that you have something to share, contact 

Janette Martinez at 407-365-3231 and see how you 

can help others grow in unity with Christ and one 

another. 
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            Nicole Bradica, co-facilitator  

          of the St. Jerome Scholars (Home Educators) 

 

 

 “Our family visits the library regularly and we 

have gotten to know the Oviedo Library staff fairly 

well.  A few weeks ago one of the librarians 

approached me with the contact info and name of a 

woman she had met who had said she was new to the 

area and was pulling her son out of public school to 

homeschool. She had asked for any resources the 

librarian may have.” 

 “Ms. Diane, the librarian, knew that we 

homeschooled and asked if I could contact her.” 

 “I did, via email, and we set a time to meet at a 

local park. We enjoyed getting to know each other, 

talked about curriculum and the mission of 

homeschooling her particular child. Through the 

course of that conversation, she shared that she had 

been raised Catholic but did not currently practice. I 

shared that our family belonged to MPB.  We were 

able to talk about our faith, and I hope that we made 

her feel welcome and supported in both our 

community and our parish, and in her vocation as she 

ventures onto a new path with her son.”  

 

 Saint Jerome Scholars is a ministry for 

homeschooling  families within our Catholic 

community that meets weekly to provide parental 

support and an environment in which our children can 

learn, and share our faith  while forming Christian 

friendships. 

 

 

Prayer Of Saint Jerome 

For Christ’s Mercy 

 

O Lord, show Your mercy to me 

And gladden my heart. 

I am like the man on the way to Jericho 

Who was overtaken by robbers, 

Wounded and left for dead. 

O Good Samaritan, 

Come to my aid. 

I am like the sheep that went astray 

O Good Shepherd, 

Seek me out and bring me home 

In accord with Your will 

Let me dwell in Your house 

All the days of my life 

And praise You for ever and ever 

With those who are there. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

ST. JEROME SCHOLARS 
      . . .Sharing Our Faith and Reaching Wide 
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 Our ministry has been active. During Lent we 

had the Stations of the Cross well attended and each 

night a different ministry was coordinating the 

evening, reflecting on the sacred Passion of Christ, but 

the most special one was prepared by Juan 23 with the 

“The Stations of the Senses” a vivid narration of the 

stations, blindfolded, involving the rest of our senses 

at the Epiphany Terrace.                                                

 On March 12
th

 was our Spanish Lent reflection 

prepared by our own parishioners: Margie 

Steinbarger, Amelia Goicuria and Angelo Guevarra; 

on the topic about the Year of Mercy from Pope 

Francis, and how to apply it in our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Then on Good Friday, we had the “The Last 

Seven Words of Jesus” with a beautiful drama 

representing Jesus on the cross, telling us his last 

words on the cross and a reflection by Fr. David 

explaining the meaning of the words, how to apply 

them in our life, and helping us close the holy week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This Summer, we have our traditional “Divino 

Nino” mass with the Novena in July, where 

nonperishable food items are collected for HOPE. 

Then we are getting together over the summer to 

coordinate our activities for Fall like the mass to our 

Patroness and maybe potluck lunches. We  look forward
 to the future, as we are continuing to Reach Wide, 

Grow Deep, Share Blessings, and Build 

Faith in our MPB community. 
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Written by Jennifer Powers, Florida Catholic Correspondent 

 

 

 It was a crisp 56-degree, blue-skied morning 

April 9, as two dozen Most Precious Blood 

parishioners went on a guided hike into the black 

Hammock Wilderness in Oviedo. Jim Reilly, leader of 

the Encountering Christ Outdoors/ECO-Wellness 

ministry, who organized the hike, took both children 

and adults through several miles of sand pine scrub, 

pine flatwoods, and mixed hardwood swamp areas.  

 “It’s about stewardship,” Reilly said. “There 

are so many natural things around us, that nobody 

knows about it. It can’t be stewardship if you don’t 

know what they are, if you have never seen a wetland, 

forest or lake. So, we try to introduce them to it 

through the ministry.” 

 In offering a two-mile or four-and-a-half-mile 

hike, Reilly allows hikers to walk according to their 

ability, and develops activities that are “kid and senior 

friendly.” 

 Before the hike, the group prayed together in 

the church parking lot. They learned about the trail 

and conditions and followed each other to the 

trailhead. The walk began after Reilly issued a casual 

warning to watch out for snakes, although a youngster 

in the group added, “Not all snakes are bad.” 

 Tom Lane enjoyed his two-mile hike. “You 

forget that these things are out here,” he said. “It’s a 

great opportunity to explore and appreciates what is so 

close by.” 

 Judy Schroeffel, a parishioner since 2005, also 

participated “to get out and walk with nature, and see 

what God has made. People may not want to do it on 

their own, so going with others was a plus.” 

 The ECO-Wellness ministry meets once a 

month for activities including biking, kayaking, air-

boat rides, geocaching and ziplining, all designed to 

get people outside to appreciate the natural world 

close to home. Reilly, a former special educator, 

organizes scavenger hunts for the children, shows 

them how to look out for trail markings, and points 

out gopher turtle mounds, along with animal bones 

and tracks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 “I want the kids to learn and have confidence,” 

said Reilly. The children are encouraged to lead the 

group back to the beginning of the trailhead. “I love 

the outdoors. When you love something and it has 

positive effects, you want to share it.” 

 The church property of Most Precious Blood is 

situated along the Florida Trail, a national scenic trail 

that extends 1,300 miles from Pensacola through 

Central Florida, ending near the Everglades. Reilly 

said much of the parish property is part of Seminole 

County’s conservation efforts. The parish takes 

environmental stewardship seriously, as they adopted 

a two-mile stretch of Lockwood, the road that passes 

in front of the parish, and does a roadside cleanup 

twice a year as part of their ministry.  

 “I would tell people who may be hesitant to 

go, to go try it,” said Janette Martinez, director of 

stewardship at Most Precious Blood. “There are few 

ministries that are intergenerational, that represent all 

types of family life. As part of our vision as a parish, 

we are asked to reach wide, beyond the walls of the 

church. This ministry is a major highlight of that 

vision.”  

 

 

 

MINISTRY HELPS ENCOUNTER CHRIST OUTDOORS 
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 Once a month our Most Precious Women 

Ministry hosts a game night of Bunco.  It is an 

entertaining night of friendship and laughter as we 

share some food and fun.  We collect canned goods 

for the Hope Helps Food Pantry. Watch for our evite 

and come join us for a night of fun. 

 

 

STATIONS AND SOUP NIGHT 

 On March 18, 2016, Most Precious Women 

led our community in the Stations of the Cross. This 

was followed by a fellowship gathering for Soup and 

Bread.  There were over 35 parishioners who came 

together to  Share Blessings and Build Faith and 

Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY DOOR OF MERCY PILGRIMAGE 

On May 14, 2016, Most Precious Women led over 

25 parishioners on a Pilgrimage to Mary, Queen of the 

Universe Shrine in Orlando. 

We gathered at the Shrine and prayed the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet before we passed through the Holy 

Door.  A tour of the Shrine gave us an understanding 

of the  history of the Shrine. After a walk through the 

beautiful Rosary Garden and a stop at the Gift Shop, 

many gathered for lunch at one of the nearby 

restaurants.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Door of Mercy Pilgrimage

 

MOST PRECIOUS WOMEN MINISTRY 
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 Facebook. Twitter. Instagram. Pintrest. 
Whether you use social media or not, the truth is 
that, properly used, it helps us stay connected to 
our friends, family and now, even our parish. In 
April, the Communications Commission launched 
myParish App for Apple and Android phones at the 
Youth Pasta Dinner and then at all weekend 
Masses. Why? Because it helps parishioners stay 
connected at home or on the road. It is your church 
community at your fingertips.  
 Summer is traditionally a time when 
parishes see new faces from those who are visiting 
and lose many of the familiar ones as they travel to 
their summer retreats. But this does not mean that 
you have to put your spiritual life on hold because 
you are away. On the contrary, with myParish App 
you can pray a rosary, access daily readings, listen 
to podcasts of recent or past homilies while you 
are on the road, look up a bible verse, place a 
prayer request, set prayer reminders, check out 
what’s happening back home by viewing the 
bulletin and even check out Catholic world news 
and daily  current  events  throughout  the  Catholic  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

global community. There is even a confession guide  
and calendar to keep track of when you last visited 
that sacrament.  
 You can customize your app for your own 
personal needs. Maybe you want to remember to 
pray the Angelus at noon every day or cannot 
remember the words to The Serenity Prayer. 
Perhaps you forgot when Faith Formation 
Registration was occurring. By simply opening the 
app, the event messages will pop up and tell you 
what is up and coming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 If you missed the launch date, you can still 
get the free app. Search for myParish App in the 
App Store or visit myparishapp.com to download. 
You can also text app to 88202 and you will receive 
the link to download it directly. Once there, select 
our parish. Leave things as they are or customize it 
by setting it up reminders. Either way, don’t miss 
out this summer. Stay connected! 
 
 

 

GET CONNECTED THIS SUMMER 
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Palms at Savannah Court 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Holy Thursday         Living Stations of the Cross by Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Seven Last Words 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
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  Easter Vigil Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Easter Vigil Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Easter Vigil Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Easter Sunrise Mass 
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          Easter Sunrise Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 


