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MINISTRY AT MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 

Building a Community of Disciples 

 
Through our baptism, we are called to share in the  

ministry and mission of Jesus Christ 

 
If not us, who?  If not now, when?  If not here, where? 

 

 

 
 

“The life of Jesus is a life for others. It is a life of service.”      ~Pope Francis 
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 “Do not bury your talents! Set your stakes on great ideals, the ideals that enlarge the heart, the ideals  of 

 service that make your talents fruitful.”                ~Pope Francis 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Grace and Caroline Clayton 

 
 

 We are Caroline and Grace Clayton and have 

been a part of Most Precious Blood for ten years.  Our 

church’s ministries have provided us with the most 

amazing opportunities while deepening our faith, 

which is what is the most important. 

 We have been able to go on six different 

mission trips over the summers, to places all over the 

US and abroad, helping people, building homes, doing 

yard work, and teaching children in needy areas. 

 Through the Faith Formation ministry here at 

Most Precious Blood, we were not only trained up in 

our faith and received our sacraments, but we have 

also been able to teach Faith Formation for the past 

three years. 

 We also have helped decorate, set up for, and 

lead the Vacation Bible School programs for 8 years 

and counting. 

 We are very involved in youth ministry 

attending meetings, events and hosting retreats.  We 

are Altar Servers and are currently Eucharistic 

Ministers here at Most Precious Blood. 

 We now are both involved at Catholic Campus 

Ministry at UCF. 

 Both of us are freshmen in college this year at 

UCF, and we have been given the opportunity to 

participate in ministries at every age.  Ministries are 

so important, not only for who you are helping, but 

also for you. 

 For example, through our work with the Faith 

Formation program, we have deepened our faith and 

trust in the Lord, just like they say, “The best way to 

really get to know a subject is to teach it.” 

 Through our work on mission trips, we have 

learned both just how blessed we are, and how 

important it is to give back to the less fortunate. 

 We serve, no matter who they are or what they 

choose to do, but because of who we are, as 

Catholics. 

 These ministries teach you lessons that affect 

every aspect of your life, enriching it and blessing you 

and so many others through you. 

 We hope you take time to find the ministry 

that best fits you.  So today we ask you how will you 

choose to serve here at Most Precious Blood? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROWING UP AT MPB SERVING THE LORD 
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 Our kids know that even when we travel, we 

still find a Catholic church and go to Mass.  It’s not 

always easy, but we tell them that going to Mass is not 

about us; it’s about God.  We go to worship Him.  He 

only asks for one hour a week and it’s the least we can 

do to show Him our gratitude for all the blessings he 

gives us every day.  We also get to witness a 

miracle—transubstantiation—at every Mass.  Most 

importantly, we get to receive Jesus Christ in the 

Eucharist and He becomes part of our being so that we 

can take Him with us out into the world to do His will. 

 We attend Mass together as a family.  We pray 

together before meals and when our kids were 

younger we prayed with them at bedtime.  We still 

encourage them to pray in the morning and before bed 

but to also keep an ongoing dialogue with God 

throughout the day.  We occasionally say the Rosary 

together.  We discuss current events at the dinner table 

and try to see it from a Catholic perspective.  We 

encourage our children to participate in church 

functions and in Youth Ministry.  We ask them about 

what they learned in Faith Formation or what they 

discussed in Youth Ministry not only to show we are 

interested, but also to impress upon them the 

importance of what they are doing.  We also 

encourage everyone to have chores in the home as we 

are called to serve others including our own families. 

 Tanya’s brother, Danny, was a strong follower 

of the Catholic church.  He was a Core Team Member 

for Life Teen in his parish and later got involved in an 

Emmaus group.  Unfortunately due to mental illness, 

he committed suicide 6 years ago.  Through his death, 

we had the opportunity to learn and teach our kids 

about the Communion of Saints, about Purgatory, and 

the importance of praying for the dead.  Even though 

Danny is no longer with us here on Earth, we ask for 

his intercession and look forward to seeing him again 

one day. 

 We keep the TV’s and computers in public 

areas of the home so that we can be aware of what our 

children are viewing.  We also have the kids place 

their phones in the kitchen at night to charge.  We 

found that they were not getting a good night’s sleep 

when they had their phones next to their beds as they 

were tempted to check social media until they fell 

asleep as well as answer text messages into the night.  

We also check their phones occasionally.  We don’t 

feel that this is an invasion of privacy as smart phones 

are a privilege and not a necessity.  We feel that it is 

important to “check in” on what apps they’re using 

and make sure that what they’re putting out into the 

social media world is appropriate as well as what 

they’re viewing on their phones.  We also check 

movie reviews to be sure that the movies are 

appropriate before we agree to let our kids go see 

them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Eric, Tanya, Mike, Alyssa and Nicky AmRhein 

 

 God has blessed us in so many ways we feel 

it’s important to show our gratitude by serving our 

parish.  We encouraged each member of the family to 

choose an area of the liturgy in which to serve.  Mike 

& I served in separate ministries when the kids were 

younger so that we could take turns sitting with our 

kids at Mass.  But now that they are older, we enjoy 

serving together in the same ministry.  We are all also 

involved in Youth Ministry serving the youth of our 

parish as well as the community when we help in 

service projects.  

 “May God bless you. May God give you hope, 

the strength to move forward, let us look after the 

family. Let’s protect the family. Because it’s in the 

family that our future is at play.”  

 Pope Francis at the Festival of Families in 

Philadelphia  

 

 

NURTURING CATHOLIC TRADITIONS AT HOME 
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May the Souls of the Faithful Departed, Through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace 

 

 

 November is a special time of remembering and praying for our beloved dead. The commemoration of all the 

faithful departed is celebrated by the Church on November 2.  

 As the path from birth to death is a pilgrimage, our Christian Catholic faith tells us that in the same way, the 

path through death into the richness of heaven is a journey - a journey in which we are sanctified and made ready for 

our eternal home with God.  We celebrate death and elevate our loved ones to God. 

 In the spirit of profound faith, we know life is changed and not ended. 

 

      MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD FUNERALS 

     2014-2015 

 

 

     Phyllis Theresa Monaco Eudaldo C. Jurado 

     John Roderick   James R Lynch 

     Lisaura  Muñiz  Jose G Bravo 

     John Joseph Sibons   Germania Perez 

     Julio Cesar Llerandi  Soledad Ibar 

     Arthur James Sinopoli Juan Fernando Velandia 

     Deborah Smith Caruthers  Steve Evanko 

     Sal Diadone   Pamela M. Pellarin 

     Vilma Otero   Peggy Dixon 

     Natividad Fernandez  Alexander McFaul 

     Edwin Rios   Raul Candelario 

     Victor Vazquez  Stephen John Keoseian 

     Barry James Smith  Mary Ann Buckley 

     Joan Crane   Eduardo Catalino  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE REMEMBER, WE CELEBRATE, WE BELIEVE 

ALL SOULS DAY 
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JOURNEYING THROUGH GRIEF DURING THE HOLIDAYS 
 

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress...my life is spent with sorrow. 
        ~Psalm 31:9-10 

 

 Recognize that holidays will probably be very 

sad and emotional times no matter what you 

do.  That’s perfectly okay.  If you feel like 

crying, let yourself cry – as often as you need 

to. 

 

 Only think about how to make it through this 

holiday. Don’t worry about the second or 

third.  Focus on the first one.  What you do 

this year will probably be unique and doesn’t 

have to become the tradition for future years. 

 

 Don’t be afraid to change some traditions – 

you may not have a choice.  Dad may no 

longer be there to carve the turkey, so you’ll 

need to pass the electric knife – and the 

heritage – to another member of the family.  

Mom may not feel up to cooking a big 

Christmas dinner, so go to a restaurant this 

year.  If you feel uncomfortable with your 

traditional hoopla on New Year’s Eve, spend a 

quiet evening watching old movies – and toast 

your loved one at midnight. 

 

 Don’t be afraid to keep some traditions.  Many 

people find comfort and security in keeping 

certain traditions the same or altering them 

only slightly.  You can use them as an 

opportunity to remember your loved one. 

 

 At some point during the holidays, get together 

with others who are grieving.  Many grieving 

people find it helpful to gather with others who 

also have experienced losses during the past 

year. These people will better understand what 

you are going through, and you can support 

and care for each other during this difficult 

time. 

 

 Plan a way to remember your loved one.  Light 

a special candle.  Share a favorite memory.  

Read a letter or story the person wrote.  Do 

something to remember him or her.  Painful as 

it is to talk about the person, it’s much less 

painful and much healthier than acting as 

though no one is missing.  If you’ll be 

gathering with friends, let them know it’s okay 

for them to talk about your loved one. 

 

 Be ready to give and take.  If you’re sharing 

the holidays with family members or others 

who are grieving the same loss as you, there 

may need to be some give and take on 

everyone’s part.  This is why it’s helpful to 

communicate, plan ahead, and be sensitive to 

one another’s needs.  Find ways to 

compromise so that everyone can remember 

the loved one in meaningful ways and help 

each other through the holidays. 

 

 Know your limits.  Grief is hard work, and 

holidays can be physically and emotionally 

draining.  Take good care of yourself, don’t 

overextend yourself, and don’t be afraid to say 

no.  If you need time alone on holidays, that’s 

perfectly okay too. 

 

 It’s okay to smile and laugh – if you want to.  

Experiencing some happiness doesn’t mean 

that you’re betraying your loved one.  He or 

she would want you to enjoy these special 

days. 

 

 The anticipation of the day may be more 

difficult than the day itself.  Sometimes people 

spend so much time agonizing over a certain 

day that when it finally arrives, they’ve 

worked out a lot of their fear and anxiety, and 

it’s not as hard as they expected. 

 

 How to handle the holidays is a very 

individual question – there’s no one-size-fits-

all answer.  Decide what your needs are and 

what’s within your comfort zone – then 

communicate that to those around you. 

 

 

 Kenneth C. Haugk, Ph.D - Stephen Ministries
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“Wisdom is with aged men, with long life is understanding”        ~Job 12:12 

 

 There is life after retirement! Senior adults are 

currently one of the fastest growing age groups in 

America; and a person now can spend as much as one-

third of his or her life in retirement or a second 

career.  An active senior program gives opportunity to 

translate   potentially   passive   years   into   years   of 

service and activity.     

 Forever Young Ministry exists to provide 

Christ-centered activities addressing the spiritual, 

educational and social needs of the Adult  community. 

Senior adults are vitally important to our parish.  

Precious resources vital to the health and growth of 

our parish can be found within this group:  experience, 

stability, wisdom, time, traditions, spiritual maturity, 

financial resources, and love for their church and 

parish family. 

 Forever Young is a ministry for our older, 

wiser, and still young at heart men and women of the 

church.  We meet every 2
nd

 Friday of the month 

(Sept.-May) for a pot-luck brunch in the St. Bosco 

Youth Room at 10 a.m.  We have a guest speaker or 

some other activity for the morning and it ends at 

noon. Former topics included nutrition, Citizens on 

Patrol, Crossing Guard Program, holiday depression, 

and cooking tips and recipes by Chef Nathalie. 

 For those who like to read, deepen your 

knowledge by joining our book club that meets once a 

month on the last Thursday at 10 a.m. in the St. 

Collette  room.    This  group  selects  books  that  will 

nourish mind and soul. It is fun and educational.  A 

place where we can enjoy fellowship and engage in no 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pressure, open discussion that will challenge us and 

move us to grow closer to God and each other as a 

community. December book is I Am Malala; January 

will be I’m Proud of You.  Past books discussed were 

I’m No Angel and St. John Paul the Great-His Five 

Loves. 

  Calling knitters and crafters! There is a 

knitting and craft group that meets every Thursday 

except the last Thursdays of the month at 10 a.m. in 

the St. Collette room. The knitters make blankets and 

hats for JMJ Pregnancy Center and shawls for Vitas 

Hospice along with personal creative projects. The 

group is always looking for new people to join 

them. Whether you have an artistic talent, you would 

like to share, or you are just a beginner, this group is 

for you!  

 There is also the Sunshine Chat Group that 

meets every Wednesday at 10:15 a.m. in the St. 

Collette room.  These meetings are a wonderful time 

to be together with caring parishioners and friends and 

be able to talk about many personal topics in privacy 

and confidentiality. You can make a difference in the 

lives of others by being a friend, by sharing your 

experiences, and by making your senior years a time 

of learning and growing. 

 Newcomers are always welcome! As this is an 

active fellowship, the group will have different faces 

each month. Come join us and see what fun and new 

adventures await!   

 

FOREVER YOUNG MINISTRY 
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 It’s been a little over 3 months since I joined 

the staff at Most Precious Blood as the Care & 

Outreach coordinator.  It has been an eye opening 

experience to say the least.  I have been raised as a 

Catholic but I guess I never realized all the work the 

church does for our community.   I have seen first- 

hand how our parish reaches out and shares our 

blessings by being so generous.  Since taking on the 

responsibility of coordinating our efforts in Care & 

Outreach, I have been approached over and over again 

by parishioners willing to help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert, Sandra, Mazie and Audrey Strembicki 

 

 

 We have had food drives for years and we 

continue to deliver when called upon to help feed the 

needy in our community.  We take up collections for 

our Sister Diocese in the Dominican Republic that 

many of us will never visit and we will never meet the 

people it helps.  Think about that for a minute; we 

continue to send resources to people far away just to 

ensure they have a chance at a better life.  If that is not 

what loving Jesus Christ is all about, I don't know 

what is.  An approximate amount of $10,000 gets you 

a good used car here in the  states.  In  the  Dominican 

 

 

 

 

Republic, that amount builds schools and delivers 

hope to young children so they have a vision of a 

bright future.  If you are a person living in the 

mountains of a poor country you watched your parents 

struggle through life day after day.  Now, imagine that 

same person watching their children sit in a class 

room of a school the church built for their community.  

I don't know of a better way to instill the love of Jesus 

Christ into a parent than to give them the opportunity 

to make a better life for their children.     

  If you think coming to church is all we do as a 

parish you would be surprised!  I have learned over 

the last three months how much we care for each 

other.  We are constantly working to help the youth of 

the church experience things that too many of our 

young people miss out on.  For instance, our youth get 

involved in volunteering for functions in and outside 

of the parish.  They offer their time and effort with 

smiles on their faces and love in their hearts.  In a 

world that is changing and so many times focuses on 

the wrong message, our children are learning sacrifice 

and commitment.  When others look for what's in it 

for them, they look for ways to help others and share 

the love of Jesus Christ.  Consider this, you are a 

young person whose family was forced out of their 

country.  You spent time, sometimes years in a 

refugee camp hoping for things to change.   Finally, 

you get a break and are accepted in another country 

but must start your lives over.  You do not know 

anyone and your family must find work right away.  

You are put into a school and cannot even speak the 

language.  It should make everyone proud that the 

youth of our parish are willing to go and help these 

children feel more welcomed in our community.  By 

them spending time just playing games and bringing 

snacks so they can just feel like normal children is an 

experience that will mold their character as adults.  

One of the truest statements I ever read was this: "It is  

much easier to build strong children than to repair 

broken adults."  You as a parishioner help in the 

efforts in accomplishing this goal with your support of 

our parish.   

   

WELCOME ROBERT STREMBICKI 

CARE & OUTREACH COORDINATOR 
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 As a parish, we volunteer in the community 

with organizations like: Hope Helps, Foundation for 

Foster Children, Refugee Resettlement of Catholic 

Charities and The Sharing Center.   We have 

ministries that dedicate their time to comfort people in  

Savannah Court and bring communion to people who 

cannot make it to church.  We have Caring 

Connections to help with temporary financial 

situations.  We were able to distribute almost $10,000 

to things that made a difference to people right here in 

Oviedo.  We have Caring Cooks that will provide 

meals for families experiencing an emergency or 

hardship.  We are reaching out and continue to look 

for new ways to help our community.  If it was not for  

the generosity of our parishioners none of this would 

be possible.  As the Care & Outreach staff liaison I 

want to express one important fact: YOU are making 

a difference in our community.  We will move 

forward with other events, food drives and donations 

but never think it is in vain.  Always know that 

through the efforts of Most Precious Blood Catholic 

Church there are people who eat a little better, sleep a 

little easier and have a better future because of the 

love for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Service is the sign of true love.  Those who love know how to serve others.”   ~Pope Francis 

 

 

CARING CONNECTIONS 
 

 

 
 
     
 
      Caring connections is just one of our ministries 
here at MPB. We help with water, rent, food, gas, 
electric and much more. We give hope and relief to  
 
 

 
many proud families who have had illness or lack 
of work come into their lives. A car breakdown can 
make or break a family budget. Do they fix the car 
or pay the rent?  They are faced with these 
decisions and it's a lose-lose situation and very 
hard on a family which is  just trying to make ends 
meet.  We had our ministry fair in October and 
have three new members to help with our 
community problems.  They will feel very blessed 
when they see what a little help can do and how 
grateful our parishioners and community feel. We 
try to give our community love, hope and 
understanding.  Through God we can answer their 
prayers. This is a confidential ministry.  Please do 
not feel ashamed to seek us out, we are here to 
help in Jesus’ name. Simply call the parish office 
and ask for Caring Connections Ministry.

 

 

 

SHARING OUR BLESSINGS WITH THE POOR 
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 Our 20/20 Vision of Faith is moving us to 

reach wide, grow deep, and share blessings while 

building faith. Father David, in his Ministry Report, 

shared with us that we are moving together towards 

the Lord.  

 As a parish family we are proud of our 

discipleship in many areas. Pope Francis has 

challenged us to meet the needs of the refugees, and 

our Parish is proud to be a part of the rich church 

history of sheltering the displaced people of the world. 

 Under the umbrella of our “Care and 

Outreach,” we are aligned with the Refugee 

Resettlement Program of Catholic Charities to 

alleviate the sufferings of the refugees. Firstly, it is 

important to know that there is a difference between 

an immigrant and a refugee. An immigrant chooses to 

relocate to another country to improve their situation. 

There is a legal process for those who seek legal 

residency and eventual citizenship. Migrants choose 

to improve their future way of life financially and to 

get away from all the strife going on in their particular 

home land. Whereas, refugees have no choice to move 

if they are to save their lives and preserve their 

freedom.  

 A refugee can apply for asylum in the US, a 

process that could take from 3 – 15 years. Many of 

these individuals live in tent cities as they wait for this 

process to evolve. The applicants must prove that if 

they stay in their home country that their lives may be 

in jeopardy because of race, religion, or membership 

in a particular group or political opinion.  

 As mentioned above for some, after spending 

years in these third world refugee cities the refugees 

will be interviewed by the US citizen and immigration 

services. Approved individuals and families are 

eventually assigned to a national volunteer agency 

which then refers cases to agencies like Catholic 

Charities. Refugees come from Viet Nam, Laos, 

Cuba, Ethiopia, Burundi, Russia, Haiti, Bosnia and 

Sudan.  

 The refugee is met at the airport, provided 

with cultural and community orientation, referrals to 

English classes, mentoring, provided transportation 

and language interpretation to health providers, 

prospective employers and counseling.   

 Each refugee upon arrival receives a one-time 

allotment of $963. These individuals and families are 

placed in a two bedroom apartment where rent, 

utilities, food, clothing and toiletries are provided for 

four months in helping them become self-sufficient.  

 “I was a Stranger and you welcomed me” 

(Matthew 25:35)  

 Can you begin to imagine a new country, a 

new language, no money, no job, no housing and no 

financial history? How have we as a parish family 

helped? As a parish family through “Caring 

Connections” we have helped with tangible goods and 

to set up apartments with limited furnishings. Because 

we have been able to donate these items we have 

allowed Catholic charities to use what precious dollars 

they have to help with rent until steady employment is 

secured.  

 It is an honor and a privilege to be a part of 

this ministry through prayer and tangible services. 

What we provide can truly make a difference in their 

lives and ours.  

 This program is successful. To date, 60 plus 

refugees have come to call Orlando home. With time, 

all of these individuals have received green cards 

and/or citizenship and are now members of our 

community.  

 

 

I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOMED ME 
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      MPB Rosary Group 

  

 

 Catholics have prayed and loved the rosary for 

centuries. The Rosary is a meditation, not just a 

repetition of the same prayers.   While praying the 

rosary, Catholics reflect on the mysteries of Jesus 

Christ.  This reflection brings us closer to Christ’s 

suffering, sorrows, joys, teachings and glory.   The 

Rosary is an extremely powerful prayer. 

 Parishioner Richard Creedon states, “The 

Rosary helps me to focus in on what happened in the 

Biblical stories which the mysteries depict. I can 

imagine how I would have acted if I were actually 

there as they happened. No two recited Rosaries give 

rise to the exact same thoughts and emotions. Every 

Rosary experience is totally unique in some way.” 

 Over the last forty years, the rosary fell into 

relative disuse. The same is true for Marian devotions 

as a whole. But in recent years the rosary has made a 

significant comeback. 

 Helen Herrin reflects, “Praying the rosary 

began for me as a very young child.  Every day my 

mother assembled me and my 3 sisters to pray the 

rosary.  She had a great devotion to our Blessed 

Mother and died holding her rosary.  I believe the 

saying 'the family that prays together stays together' 

(we are now all in our 70's and have a forever bond 

with each other).  I thank my own mother for this gift 

but more importantly our Blessed Mother who shows 

us the way to her son and now have a great devotion 

to her.”  

 . 

 We are not praying to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

as we would God.  But, we do ask her to join her 

prayers to ours 

 June Cowley says, “Praying the Rosary is 

important in my life because I need Mary to intercede 

for me. Everything that I do, I can't do it without 

God’s blessings and what better way to get to Jesus 

than go to Our Mother Mary for help?” 

 Prayer is a most powerful weapon for 

good!  As Catholics, we believe that our prayers help 

to bring about the Kingdom of God.  Not because of 

our own merit, or some innate power to call down 

God, but because Our Lord has promised that 

our humble prayers will be heard by our Heavenly 

Father. In every apparition, the heavenly Mother has 

invited us to say the Rosary as a powerful weapon 

against evil, to bring us to true peace. 

 How has praying the rosary spiritually 

changed Sharon Brann?  “When I pray the rosary 

slowly, it helps me to calm my mind which helps me 

to work through issues that cause me stress and 

concern.   As I grow older, I know that my spirituality 

has deepened because of the rosary.” 
 Renew prayer in your families by praying the 

rosary together. In this way, you will experience joy 

in prayer and togetherness.  

 Paula Leidich expresses, “One reason the 

Rosary is important in my life is that my late mother 

loved the Virgin Mary and, when I pray the Rosary, I 

feel close to my mother and to Mary.  Also, 

considering all the troubles in the world, praying the 

Rosary is one way we can do our part to change  

hearts through the power of Mary's son Jesus Christ.”   

 With the beautiful guidance of Our Blessed 

Mother let us follow her example and bring our 

children to her.  Through her Rosary she will draw 

them close to her Immaculate Heart and protect them 

from the harshness of the world. 

 Whether you want to learn to pray the rosary 

or have been privately praying the rosary for years, 

come together with MPB’s Rosary Group on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursday at 6:30pm or every Wednesday 

morning following daily Mass.   

 

HAIL MARY FULL OF GRACE 
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Linda and Brenna McCafferty 

 
 
 Our family moved to Florida and started 
attending Most Precious Blood Parish in 
September of 2011.  The Parish was so warm and 
welcoming, and it felt like home.  We were 
extremely involved in all sorts of ministries in our 
parish in Virginia and  lost no momentum when we 
moved to MPB. 
 My mother, Maria, moved with us to Florida 
and moved into our home for the first time.  Going 
from an independent living residence to living with 
your daughter and family is an adjustment for 
anyone.  But moving from a place with lots of folks 
to talk to, to a suburban home, with no one to talk 
to was something we needed to help solve.  We 
called the parish office and were told that a group 
of parishioners  went to Savannah Court on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays to visit with the 
residents.  What a great way to get my Mom 
involved – she has been a volunteer all her life, 
mostly at hospitals – and she would get to meet 
some of the members of the parish.  While my Mom 
was close to being as old or older than most of the 
residents, she fondly talked about going to spend 
time with the elderly residents.  She liked making 
them laugh and bringing a smile to their faces. 
 My mom’s very simple statement is quite 
profound and it is the reason that my daughter 
Brenna and I keep going back to Savannah.  No one 

should be alone if they don’t want to be, and no one 
certainly at 80 or 90 or 100 should feel alone.  The 
human touch, the sense of community, the sense of 
belonging is such a simple gift but brings so much 
to the residents when we go visit during the week 
or when we go monthly to share the celebration of 
the Mass. 
 We are the Host Family, which means that 
we are in charge of snacks.  And who doesn’t love a 
fresh baked cookie?  However, what we share is a 
smile, a touch, a chat and that moment of direct eye 
contact when we hand over that cookie or glass of 
juice; the residents feel connected and not alone.  
Even though I travel for business quite extensively, 
I do everything I can to be back to share that 
monthly Mass with the residents.  It means as 
much for me – or more – than it does for the 
residents.  It reminds me to cherish the present, 
respect the elderly and underserved in our 
community, and be so thankful for the gifts I have 
received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Mass at Savannah Court 

 

 Brenna and I enjoy all of the residents, but 
there is a special place in our hearts for “Naty.”  She 
was a woman of few words when we met her, but 
she quickly made a comment about my shoes one 

 

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER SERVE AT SAVANNAH COURT 
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morning and loved to listen to Brenna’s stories 
about school and shopping.  We did not know that 
her family were members of the parish until 
several months later.  Brenna and I had the honor 
of spending many wonderful visits with her from 
2011 until her passing this year.  She 
demonstrated love and courage through her illness 
and frailty.  She helped me to see the connection of 
my commitment to the Most Precious Blood 
Community, the Savannah Court residents, and 
how “Reaching Wide” into the community was 
reaching into the core of our parish.  My family was 
privileged   to  attend   Naty’s  funeral,  and   I  smile  
and cry every time I see her family at Mass.  She 
had such a profound impact on us.  Brenna and I 
often see Naty’s face or style in photos or in other 
people that we see.  That remembrance brings a 
smile and a moment of connection between my 
daughter and I that has grown stronger through 
our love and connection with Naty. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    MPB Parishioners serving at  
                            Savannah Court 
 
     Being the Savannah Court Host Family is much 
more meaningful for us than making sure that 
there are treats after Mass.  It is about Community 
and it is about Love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pope Francis pleads that we be instruments of 

peace, most recently in the growing crisis of Human 

Trafficking. In his own words, human trafficking is 

“…an open wound on the body of contemporary 

society, a scourge upon the body of Christ.”  Within 

the past few years we have seen an increase in the 

practice of human transactions for the purpose of 

exploitation and enslavement.  While the business of 

drug dealing and violence continues to be a part of 

your every day criminal industry, the buying and 

selling of human beings for various purposes is 

progressively flourishing. 

 It is believed that approximately 17,500 people 

are trafficked into the United States each year: of 

those the majority will be used for prostitution, some 

will be sold to predators, others will be used for organ 

transplants and/or human farming, and most of the 

remaining portion will be used for free labor.  As the 

number of victims grows, so does the vast enterprise;  

organized crime is finding the business of human 

beings to be more fruitful than other products, as well 

 

as easier to conceal and move.  In many cases, victims 

unknowingly place themselves into the hands of the 

traffickers, either by falling in love with their pimps, 

or entering the country under different pretenses and 

at that point their trafficker takes control of their 

travel credentials: traffickers manipulate situations in 

order to utilize these methods to keep down the cost 

and risk of transport. 

 The underground nature of the commerce not 

only helps it to continuously propagate at alarming 

rates, but also to be extremely difficult to combat.  In 

today’s society most people do not believe what they 

cannot see and the chains used in this modern day 

slavery are invisible in most cases; these invisible 

chains, composed of manipulation and heinous abuse, 

are not tangible and therefore not viable evidence to 

be used to prosecute offenders.  Taking all of these 

factors into account, the only true way to wage war on 

human trafficking is to demolish demand.  Like in any 

business model, demand creates supply, and without 

demand profits go down and the product becomes 

 

CATHOLICISM 101 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
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unsustainable.  The problem lies in that the face of the 

human trafficking consumer and victim varies  so  

much   that  it’s   not   possible  to  create  a  

standard profile; the best way to make an impact is 

through mass education.   

 The Diocese of Orlando has set out to educate 

the masses in an effort to reinforce Christian values 

and bring awareness to this epidemic.  As Catholics, 

we have been called upon to serve as soldiers in 

Christ’s army, to be the voice for those who have been 

silenced. To fulfill this mission, the Diocese has 

created a task force composed of smaller cells which 

work out of each Parish under the direction and/or 

coordination of Deacon Fred Molina.  Although still 

in our early stages, the hope is to make the community 

the first line of defense and the shield against human 

trafficking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            MPB Human Trafficking Task Force 

 

 

      Who are the victims of Human Trafficking? 

 

Victims of human trafficking can be of any sex, race 

or age. It is important to understand that human 

trafficking can occur to anyone, anywhere and in any 

situation. Human Trafficking victims can be divided 

into three populations: 

 

 

- Children under age 18 induced into commercial 

sex. 

-   Adults aged 18 or over induced into commercial 

sex through force, fraud, or coercion. 

-  Children and adults induced to perform labor or 

services through force, fraud, or coercion 

 

     How Human Traffickers recruit our children  

 

On-Line/The Internet  

 

Facebook / 

Myspace/Twitter/Instagram/LinkedIn/YouTube/Skype 

 

The Mall 

 

The Street 

 

School  

 

The Park 

 

             Protecting our Children & Youth 
 

Understand how your technology works 
 

Research how to use the different social media  
 

Review your child's activity on the internet  
 

Knowledge and accountability is key  

 

      Reducing Risk 

 

Spend time with them online learning their internet 

interests. 

 

Keep the computer in a public area of the house where 

concealing internet activity is nearly impossible.  
 

Have access to all email and social media accounts 

and know security features and choices on social 

media. 

 

Limit the amount of time children spend on 

computers, internet, and wireless devices. 

 

Use second party applications for security and 

accountability. 
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Communicate with your children. Talk to them about 

the risk of human trafficking and how the internet can 

be dangerous if used incorrectly 
 

  

 

                             Teach Children 

 

Face-to-face meetings should never be arranged with 

someone they met online  

 

Never upload pictures of themselves onto the 

Internet or online services to people they do not 

personally know 

 

Never give out identifying information such as their 

name, home address, school name, or telephone 

number 

 

Never download pictures from an unknown source, 

as there is a good chance they could be sexually 

explicit images 

 

Never communicate online with people they do not 

know 

 

Never respond to messages or bulletin board postings 

that are suggestive, obscene, belligerent, or harassing 

 

Whatever they are told online may or may not be 

true 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Tips for Parents 

 

Talk to your children about sex trafficking and 

sexual abuse 

 

Describe human trafficking as modern day slavery 

where people are captured and treated inhumanely 

 

Awareness is the first step to preventing it 

 

Restrict use of the computer to the living room or to 

where others are present 

 

Know your child’s screen names and passwords  

 

Use the parental control settings on your computer 

and check internet history 

 

Look for signs in your children such as anxiety, 

mood swings, friends who are significantly older, 

credit cards, phones, gifts that you are not aware of 

 

Let your children know they can talk to you about 

anything uncomfortable  

How To Identify A  Human Trafficking V 
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