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     On January 1, 2002, the Diocese of Orlando  

    purchased 60 acres of which 30 were buildable, for the 

    first Catholic Church in Oviedo.  Most Precious Blood 

    Catholic Church was established by Bishop Thomas 

    Wenski in April 2005 to serve the growing Catholic 

    Community in Oviedo and East Seminole County.  The 

late Pope John Paul II designated 2005 as the Year of the Eucharist, calling upon all 

Catholics to honor and respect God’s gift of the Eucharist, to receive it more faithfully, 

and to reflect upon the meaning of the Real  

Presence of Christ in our lives. 

 Bishop Wenski chose the name of our  

parish  in  honor  of  the  Eucharist.  At  every  

moment of every day,Mass is being celebrated  

somewhere in  the world.  We rejoice that the  

name of our community, in  honor of the Most  

Precious  Blood  of  Our  Lord Jesus Christ, is  

prayerfully remembered at all times. 

 Our first Mass was celebrated on  

April 24, 2005.  

  We  are incredibly  blessed to have a  

vibrant and growing parish. 

 
 
       

 

 

10 Year Anniversary Mass 
April 24, 2015 
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Ask and it will be given to you . . . 
 

 

 

“Ingrid,” her mother said, “you still do not 

have a church in Chuluota!”  “I know,” replied 

Ingrid.  “Try harder,” her mother lovingly 

mandated.  And so Ingrid did.   It was 1996 when 

Ingrid and Anna Hyman, her mother, had one of 

their final conversations about building a Catholic 

Church in Chuluota. Although her mother died later 

that year, it would be another nine years before a 

Catholic Mass would be celebrated in Oviedo.    

Ingrid Bryant is a parishioner at Most 

Precious Blood and she had championed the cause 

for a Catholic Church in Chuluota since 1965.   In 

early 1962, Archbishop Hurley from the Diocese of 

St. Augustine sent a new priest from Ireland, Father 

James A. Lowe to serve the Chuluota community in 

what was called the Chuluota Catholic Mission.  

Mass was held in a narrow block building on what 

is currently the Girl Scout camp on HWY 419.   

Then in 1965, the small community of 

Chuluota / Oviedo Catholics was asked to help 

build St. Joseph’s with the understanding that a 

Catholic Church in Chuluota would be next. That 

did not happen. Then the developer of Chuluota, a 

Chicagoan – Don Loftus, donated seven acres on 

the corner of Lake Mills Rd. and Hwy 419 to the 

Diocese of St. Augustine (Archbishop Hurley) for a 

church and school.  A decision was made not to 

build on that property and the land was bought and 

sold twice. 

Undeterred, Ingrid wrote letters to the 

diocese. She prayed, and as the City of Oviedo 

Water Clerk, she encouraged Catholics and non-

Catholics to ask the Diocese for a Catholic Church 

in Oviedo. As it was explained to Ingrid, there 

weren’t enough priests in the Orlando Diocese to 

support another Catholic Church in the area. In 

1998 Ingrid learned that two priests had been 

ordained, Fr. Stephen Parkes and Fr. Miguel 

Gonzalez.  Ingrid wrote to the Bishop and reminded 

him that there should be no reason not to have a 

Catholic Church in Oviedo with the recent 

ordination of two new priests.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingrid Bryant 



3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the mid  1990’s, Dr. Carlos  Velez, 

currently a parishioner of Most Precious Blood, 

formed a Hispanic Catholic community called 

Grupo Shalom that served the spiritual needs of 

Oviedo, Geneva and Chuluota  Hispanic Catholics.  

People of those communities shared their faith and 

prayed in each other’s homes; as the community 

grew, the need for a Catholic Church became more 

pressing.  In September 1996, Dr. Velez wrote a 

letter to Bishop Norbert Dorsey directly outlining 

the exponential growth in Oviedo and the ever 

growing need for a Catholic Church 

“On my first visit in person to Bishop 

Dorsey, I was appealing on the basis of why Oviedo 

did not have a Catholic Church. I told Bishop 

Dorsey: ‘I lived in Oviedo, I worked in Oviedo, I do 

all my shopping in Oviedo (The Oviedo Mall had 

just opened its doors) and my children go to school 

in Oviedo, then why cannot I worship in Oviedo 

since we have the land and the people to make it 

happen?’ His answer was: ‘tell your community to 

continue praying as it will happen one day!’ I felt 

like Moses begging the pharaoh to let his people go 

from Egypt to the Promise Land.” 

“The change came about when then Bishop 

Wenski was our Coadjutor Bishop. I invited him to 

preside at Saturday Mass in November 2004 at Sts. 

Peter & Paul, and when members of the community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

asked him about a parish in Oviedo, he answered, 

‘as soon as I become Bishop of the Diocese of 

Orlando, I will designate a church in Oviedo.’ That 

happened back in December 21, 2004 with Ingrid 

and myself in total shock! Finally her mother can 

rest in peace and I had accomplished a task which I 

had promised to God: I would never stop until I saw 

this parish built!” 

“Thanks to the support of many priests, who 

understood the need of the Ministry to the Sick in 

Spanish, we were able to bring communion and the 

word of God to some marginalized people in 

Oviedo who were not members of other local 

parishes, but were homebound and even terminal 

hospice patients.”  

“There is a memory landmark which comes 

to mind: in the Summer of 2000, my wife and I 

made a pilgrimage trip to Israel called Hosanna 

2000, and there was a very special moment where 

God spoke to me clearly (about the church’s present 

site) at the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus picked his 

first apostles; and I felt He was choosing me to 

continue with his plans of building His church in 

Oviedo. Remember, I started around 1995 

contemplating this idea of getting a church in 

Oviedo. So many doors were closed that I was 

feeling frustrated and disappointed at our Diocese. I 

was losing faith not in my Lord, but in the people 

He instructed to build His kingdom on Earth.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seek and you will find… 
 
 
 

 

       Dr. Carlos Velez 
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By the end of November, Velez 

received a letter explaining that on 

November 10, 2000 the priests of the North 

Central Deanery passed a resolution to 

establish a new parish in Oviedo. 

Between 1996 and 2004, Bryant and 

Velez, both together and individually, met 

with Bishop Norbert Dorsey and Fr. Richard 

Walsh of St. Margaret Mary and eventually 

with Coadjutor Bishop Wenski.   

In 2001, Ingrid and Dr. Velez were 

present, and spoke at the City of Oviedo’s 

Council meeting to help with the approval of 

a future parish within Oviedo city limits; 

they received approval on February 18, 

2002. Final approval of the Comprehensive 

Plan Amendment was received on October 

21.  

On December 21, 2004, Bishop 

Wenski called Ingrid Bryant and Dr. Velez 

to his office and nonchalantly asked them if 

it would be okay to have the first Mass in 

Oviedo in March of 2005.  The request was 

met with jubilation. The first Mass was 

celebrated April 24, 2005 with crowds in 

excess of 1000.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knock & the door will be opened. 
                                                Matthew 7:7 

 

10-year Anniversary of 

Most Precious Blood Catholic Church 

April 24, 2015 
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 Fr. Stephen once commented that he had 

borrowed a small portable altar from Annunciation 

Catholic Church for the first Mass but couldn't keep 

it long. He went on to say, he had been looking in 

church furniture catalogs for a portable altar but was 

disappointed by the high prices.  Being retired, I 

literally begged him to let me build our first 

liturgical furniture, (I had been doing wood work 

for a long time as a hobby). Fr. Stephen designed 

and I built all the pieces for the portable altar as 

well as the ambo, the original credence table which 

is in the chapel, a bunch of small stands for various 

things, our first tabernacle, our first baptismal font, 

and the wall fixture and tabernacle for the rectory 

chapel.  I also made the large cross with help from 

5-6 other parishioners.  

 The main altar now was donated by 

Annunciation Catholic Church. It had been in 

storage there for a number of years and was pretty 

well beaten up.   I repaired and refinished it and 

made a new cantor stand for Annunciation so they 

would let go of the ambo that matches the altar they 

donated.   It was in much better shape so I just 

refinished it.  I designed the new credence table to 

match the main altar as best as could be.   It is made 

mostly of cypress harvested from the church's 

property and was built by a commercial cabinet 

maker friend in Oviedo. The main altar and ambo 

are made of rosewood.  

 As for the big cross, it was always Fr. 

Stephen's plan to make it of wood harvested from 

the property.  The architect originally planned for it 

to be 14 feet above the floor and 4 feet in the 

concrete floor for stability.  So  a couple of weeks 

before the contractor took control of the property, 

Carl Stutes and I went into the swamp not far from 

where Lucky stands today and harvested two 

cypress trees that were a little over 20 feet tall.  We 

took them to a saw mill in Geneva to be milled into 

timbers.  Bob Hughes, who owns the mill, said they 

were long enough but wouldn't be thick enough.  So 

the Saturday before the contractor took over the 

property, we harvested two of the three biggest 

cypress trees and dragged them out with Carl's four- 

wheeler.  The plan was for a cross that was 18 feet 

tall and the timbers would be at least 10" by 10" 

thick and wide.  We had the trees milled and 

reported back to Fr. Stephen.  He said he had been 

rethinking the cross and wanted to know if we could 

fix it so we had 18 feet above the floor instead of 

14.  We told him we could do some engineering and 

maybe get it to 16 feet, but that was all.  He said he 

wanted to go bigger and we discussed buying 

timbers.  I suggested he contact the contractor to see 

where they got the large trusses in the PLC and see 

if they had any timbers left over.  He called the truss 

plant, learned they had two timbers left, and would 

ship them at no cost.  

 In a few days they delivered two 24-foot 

long, 24" wide and 16" thick pine timbers.  One of 

them had absolutely no knots or defects at all.  We 

used that one for the vertical timber and cut it to 21 

 

MIKE BRICK’S JOURNEY TO THE CROSS 
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feet so we would have 17 feet above the floor.  The 

other became the horizontal beam.  The cross is 

installed in a 9"x9"x4' steel sleeve embedded in the 

concrete.  Above the floor, it is about 12" wide by 

10" deep.  The horizontal beam is almost 9' across.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Carl Stutes, John Bobec, Michael Miles and 

I cut the notches and the contractor installed the 

vertical beam with great difficulty.  When they did, 

we realized it leaned to the right by a few 

inches.  We asked the saw mill worker to help us lift 

it out and found the steel sleeve in the floor was off 

1/4" in four feet.  So we trimmed one side that 

would be in the floor and shimmed the other side to 

stand the beam almost perfectly 

plumb/straight.  Stutes, Bobec, and I installed the 

horizontal beam.  Mike McClafferty and I stained 

and finished it with polyurethane.  The Tuesday 

after Palm Sunday, Mike McClafferty, Mike 

AmRhein and I mounted the 6 foot tall, 200 pound, 

hand carved and painted corpus on the cross. We 

used one stainless steel bracket Mike A. designed 

for us.  Nothing short of a major earthquake will 

bring it down. The corpus was made in northern 

Italy by PIMA Wood Carvers and shipped to us.   

 The reason for its height is Fr. Stephen said 

when he was at the altar, all 6'5" of him, he did not 

want any of him to cover any of HIM!  It's that 

simple.  For that reason the toes of the corpus are 7' 

feet above the floor.   

 Some of us were a little bummed not being 

able to use the cypress we harvested, but we know 

that scientific studies of some of the pieces of the 

True Cross of Jesus revealed it was pine not 

cypress, so it's okay.  

 On the day the concrete was to be poured in 

the chapel and sanctuary, Fr. Stephen placed stones 

in the ground that he and other parishioners had 

collected earlier in the Holy Land.  The stones were 

placed under where the main altar and tabernacle 

would eventually be.  The purpose was to make a 

connection between the Holy Land and our holy 

place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Brick 
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MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD PARTNERS  WITH CATHOLIC 

CHARITIES  REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT SERVICES 

 

 In  advocating on behalf of migrants, 

immigrants, and refugees, the Catholic position is 

based on Catholic Social Teaching, which is derived 

from the Gospels and the words of Christ; 

statements and encyclicals of the Popes; and 

statements and pastoral letters of bishops around the 

world, including the U.S. bishops.  

 In light of our nation’s humble beginnings 
and Jesus’ call to embrace the stranger,  Refugee 
Resettlement Services helps to ease human 
suffering and encourage the self-sufficiency of 
those newly-arrived. Refugees are taught the 
American values of independence and 
individuality while supporting the tradition of a 
strong family unit. 
 A refugee is defined as a person who must 

leave his or her own country due to a well-founded 

fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, 

religion, nationality, membership in a particular 

social group or political opinion.  

 

 After spending several years in a third 

country or refugee camp, families are screened by 

the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) and then interviewed for 

resettlement by the United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS). Approved families 

and individuals are eventually assigned to national 

voluntary agencies that then refer cases to local 

affiliates like Catholic Charities. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 The agency assists families through their 

transition into a new culture. Catholic Charities’ 

case managers along with relatives, churches, and 

civic organizations work cooperatively to 

effectively resettle refugee families in the Central 

Florida area. 

 The case managers of Catholic Charities 

provide newly arriving refugees with the following 

services: 

 

 meet new arrivals at the airport 

 arrange for housing and basic necessities 

upon arrival 

 cultural orientation 

 orientation to the community 

 referral to area English classes 

 offer transportation and interpretation to 

health service providers 

 provide employment counseling and job 

placement 

 

 Most Precious Blood has committed, 

through our tithe, to financially support and 

encourage volunteers for the Refugee Resettlement 

Services.  In March, during our Sharing Our 

Blessings Expo, 40 parishioners signed up to 

volunteer their time to help.  Training will be 

provided by Catholic Charities. 
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 I, Christopher Long, grew up in a family that 

wasn’t religious, with a general idea of an 

overarching spirituality without a specific form. 

Around the time I graduated high school, my 

spirituality started to take some shape. I developed a 

conviction that there is a God and that something 

real happened when Jesus was crucified and that he 

did in fact resurrect. Yet, my connection was very 

detached, as if I knew in my head that Jesus saves 

us, but not in my heart. 

 My wife, Torey, and I had been talking for a 

while about finding a church to join, especially as 

the elder of our two young boys was getting to the 

age that he could start to grasp things. Torey, who 

had left the Catholic Church when she was a kid, 

suddenly had a strong spiritual experience that 

pushed her not just to any church but The Church. 

While I initially wasn’t sure that the Catholic 

Church was quite right—in fact I was a little 

reluctant at first—I knew it was far better for us to 

go to a church as a family than to not go to any 

church in hopes of finding the right church. In 

deciding to do RCIA, if we were going to be 

Catholic as a family, there was no point in me 

waiting to become Catholic myself. The amazing 

thing is that after only a short while, I realized how 

blessed I was that my family and I found our way to 

the Catholic Church, specifically to Most Precious 

Blood. I found that it is in fact the right church, and 

it was easy to feel so welcomed. 

 Each person’s RCIA experience is  different; 

some of those who did RCIA with me had an 

experience in which their faith grew in nearl 

discrete and noticeable steps. My experience was 

slightly different, and was a steady and continuous  

process of growing in faith. At first, God slowly 

stripped away my reluctance and doubt, like the 

seed casing softening and letting the beginnings of a 

tree sprout. With the spiritual nourishment of my 

sponsor, Francisco Alfaro, the RCIA team, and 

seeing my wife’s faith grow with mine, that little 

sprout in my heart grew larger by the day, not by 

large steps, but a little bit each moment. It is only 

by looking back at the seed that was the faith in my 

heart when I started, can I start to really appreciate 

the enormous growth that God has performed in me 

through the RCIA process. I started the process, not 

by knowing God’s love, in fact I had doubts that I 

could truly believe in my heart or that I could ever 

feel God’s love as others do. I simply knew that I 

wanted to believe and wanted to feel the love of 

Christ. That is really all that was needed, and to let 

God (and the RCIA team) do all of the hard work 

through the RCIA process. I once was afraid I’d 

never feel it, but now my heart is more full of His 

love than I had thought possible.  

 My wife joined me for most of the RCIA 

sessions because they are filled with enlightening 

information and dialogue, and we enjoyed having 

the time out 

of the house 

together each 

week.  We 

checked out 

CDs from the 

RCIA library 

(including 

Lighthouse 

Catholic 

Media), and listened separately as we each drove to 

work and then we would discuss our thoughts in the 

evenings. We saw our faith grow together, and we 

found new meaning in our marriage and in our roles 

as parents, especially after learning more about the 

connection between the Trinity and the family. By 

gaining a small understanding of Christ’s love for 

us, my wife and I can more deeply love each other 

and our children, and our friends and family.  

 

 

A TESTIMONY OF FAITH 

JOURNEY TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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Emily Lubrido was a baptized Christian received into the Catholic Church on April 12th. 

 

 

  
 I went to a Presbyterian church until I 
was 6. Then from age 7 to 17 I went to Baptist 
church, but I always felt like something was 
missing. I had gone to Catholic Church during my 
summer visits to my father. My grandmother 
lived nearby and enrolled me into Catholic 
vacation bible school. There I learned about the 
holy trinity and how to pray to Mary. I was very 
young, but I remember being so happy there. At 
19, I joined a non-denominational church, but 
again felt like I didn't belong. My husband Bobby 
had grown up a non-practicing Catholic. 
 I thought about looking into being 
Catholic and it took me one full year to decide to 
go to Inquiry classes.  I felt like something was 
nudging me, but I wasn't sure what it was. The 
Holy Spirit led me to Most Precious Blood where 
I met a wonderful lady named Donna Scimeca. 
She made me feel so welcomed and I decided to 
move forward with my Catholic journey and 
joined RCIA. My husband also took classes and 
was confirmed in our church. I feel like it was the 
Holy Spirit who worked through me to inspire 
him to become Catholic as well. 

 

 

  
 
 The RCIA process was a very enlightening 
experience. I feel like I got a great understanding 
for our faith and am excited to keep learning 
now that the RCIA journey has ended. Not only 
did I learn about our faith, I made a lot of friends 
along the way.  My sponsor was Nicasia "Nikki" 
Anzalone-Caires. I could not have picked a better 
person to be with me through this process. Our 
personalities are very similar and I can't believe 
how lucky I am to have her in my life now.  
 It has been a very humbling experience. I 
truly felt the grace of God during my Rite of 
Reception. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 My husband, daughter, and I are now all 
Catholic and we couldn't be happier. Now that I 
am a Catholic, I finally feel like nothing is missing 
in my life.  
 My family and I will continue to go to 
Mass every Sunday. I also plan on volunteering 
for the nursery at our church and I would love to 
become a greeter as well.  I am just so happy to 
be a Catholic and can't wait to see where my 
journey will lead me and my family!  

 

 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT LEADS ONE FAMILY 

TO MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

Emily Lubrido with sponsor 
Nikki Anzalone-Caires 
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 We would like to give a huge thank you to 

all the parishioners that helped donate toiletry items 

for the Seminole County Safe House. Please keep 

your loving donations coming in, as this is an 

ongoing need.  

 Dig out those old cell phones that are lying 

around! We will be collecting them later on in the 

year for the Safe House. All cell phones can be used 

to make 911 calls. 

 In October, MPW will be organizing a 

Community Yard Sale, so keep a lookout nearer the 

time in the bulletin. 

 For this yard sale, MPW will sell a space, 

which will include a table. Sellers will bring their 

own, already priced items, to sell (including 

handling of their money) and are responsible to set 

up and remove items leftover at the end of the day.  

 For more information about Most Precious 

Women, please contact Leisha Schulz at 

leisha.schulz@cfl.rr.com or Susan Freece at 
susan.freece@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOST PRECIOUS WOMEN 

mailto:leisha.schulz@cfl.rr.com
mailto:susan.freece@yahoo.com
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Hope Chest Thrift Store/Boutique 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Congratulation to HOPE Helps on the 

opening of their new thrift store/boutique at 1802 

West Broadway, Oviedo, FL  

  HOPE's mission is to prevent and reduce 

homelessness in Central Florida by equipping 

individuals and families to become self-sufficient 

through Housing, Outreach, Prevention and 

Education.  

 Most Precious Blood Catholic Church is a 

proud partner with HOPE Helps, sharing our 

blessings with those most in need in our 

community.  

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
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 Although Noah and his family had slightly 

more rain to contend with, the deluge Mother 

Nature showered on Most Precious Blood the 

evening of April 17 was torrential.  Despite the rain, 

the Parish Life Center was filled with over 1000 

spirited people ready to kick off our 10
th

 

Anniversary with both Joe Castillo,  a  world-

renowned sand story artist and with Eleva, an 

incredible praise and worship band.  

 Last Fall, when the plans were being made 

for the anniversary celebration, Fr. David suggested 

having a “reach wide” event that would appeal to all 

ages in the Oviedo community. Parishioners had 

seen Joe Castillo perform at the National Catholic 

Youth Conference in 2011 and at the Alive in You 

Service Camp in 2014, and enthusiastically 

recommended him as a perfect fit for this event.  

And he was!  With a  combination of spirituality, 

humor and creativity,  Castillo skillfully related 

stories about his faith journey while incorporating 

his artistry using sand and a light table; the audience 

was awe-struck.  He began  the performance with a 

beautiful   depiction  of   the  Creation  Story  and  a   

patriotic tribute, entitled God Bless the USA.  The 

Prodigal Son and The Passion sand stories perfectly 

illustrated God’s unfailing mercy and love for us.   

 The opening act by the praise and worship 

band, Eleva, not only kicked off the evening with 

spirit-filled music, but it has a special connection to 

Most Precious Blood.  The members of the group, 

Enrique Ortiz, David Posso, Carolina Posso, 

Anthony Kiriazes and Joanna Puccio-Ball are all 

parishioners who have been very involved in 

ministry at our parish throughout their high school 

and college years.  Others who joined the group for 

the performance that evening included Daniel 

Stadler, one of our high school parishioners, and 

Alex Izzo from Catholic Campus Ministry.  Our 

Master of Ceremonies, who also was a master on 

his bass guitar, was our very own Fr. Dominic 

Buckley.  Their music and prayer truly uplifted the 

audience and created a feeling of the presence of the 

Holy Spirit.  Joe Castillo enjoyed the group so 

much, he invited them to open for him when he has 

performances in Orlando in the future. (Contributed 

by Sue Karpinski, MPB parishioner).   

 

 

10
TH

 ANNIVERSARY KICKOFF 

  

 

Eleva Praise and  

Worship Band 

Joe Castillo 


